Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting

November 8, 2004

Call to Order:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:10 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official. DC 37 attorney Len Polletta was present as parliamentarian.

Approval of the Minutes:

Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the General Membership Minutes of October 18, 2004. Enrique Oppenheimer seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Sharon Steadman made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting of October 4, 2004. Theresa Roth seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Raymond Sourial presented the financial report for the month of September, 2004 (copy enclosed).
Steve Singer made a motion to accept the Financial Report for September, 2004. Severally seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Monetary Items:

One of our computers, purchased in 1995, has to be upgraded since it is no longer functioning at an optimal level. After checking with several vendors our treasurer obtained a minimum price of $1215.19. Since the amount is more than $500.00, I am presenting it to you for your consideration.

Vijay Bhatia made a motion to approve $1,215.19 to upgrade the computer on the fourth floor. Nancy Montero seconded the motion. After a long discussion it was decided not to upgrade, but to buy a new computer. The motion was voted down by a voice vote.

Joseph Brown then made a motion to approve up to $3,500.00 to purchase a new computer for Local 1407. Ruby Francis seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote.
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Enrique Oppenheimer made a motion to approve $550.00 to purchase one table for the Dinner of the Chinese American Association for Government Employees on November 19, 2004. Myrna Block seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Franklin Taylor made a motion to approve $4,000.00 as appropriated in the budget for the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus to take place in Albany, New York from February 18-20, 2004. Brenda Bradford seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Guest Speaker:

Nola Brooker from Research and Negotiations spoke about the recently certified bookkeeper list and how it is impacting the local provisional bookkeepers. She stated that if you were not on the list you will lose your provisional bookkeeper title and go back to your original permanent line. The rate of pay that you will receive in your permanent line will be exactly the same as if you had never left the line in the first place. You will get all the longevity differentials, if any, that you deserve in your permanent title not your provisional title. 
The union strongly advocates the civil service merit system. One should make every effort to secure a civil service position. When you are a provisional you do not have any seniority rights. You can be laid off at any time. Please take and pass a civil service exam to secure a permanent title. If you have a civil service line and you are offered a higher provisional title do not resign from your civil service line. Take a leave of absence from that line so that if you ever lose the provisional title you can revert back to your original civil service title. In this way you will always have a job!
The local thanked Ms. Brooker for her informative presentation.

President’s Report:

School Construction Authority: On October 29, 2004 we reached an agreement with the Authority on a new contract. The contract provisions mirrored the City wide agreement. Frank Burns of Research & Negotiations of DC 37 will arrange a ratification vote which will be done shortly. He can be reached at (212) 815-1470 for any related questions. 
CUNY: We had a bargaining session on October 28, 2004. The contract is not settled yet. Settling the CUNY contract will be our number one priority. The next bargaining session will be on November 19, 2004. As I mentioned before CUNY funding is different than that of the City, since 55% comes from the State, 35% comes from the City, and 10% comes from CUNY. The CUNY settlement should reflect both the State and City contracts settled earlier and will be effective October 1, 2002. 
Minutes of General Membership Meeting of November 8, 2004 – Page 3

Organizing New Titles: Finally, the employees at the Transit Authority, holding the Workers’ Compensation Benefits Examiner Titles, have been brought as members of Local 1407 as of October 28, 2004. We will negotiate a contract for these new members soon. This will complete a thirty year waiting period before organizing the WCBE series at the Transit Authority! We now plan to organize other titles at the Authority namely Transit Management Analyst and Bookkeeper. The legal department is taking all necessary steps regarding our effort.

Lunch time Meetings: We have recently held lunch time meetings at the following Agencies:

Hunter College on October 20, 2004


NYCERS on October 21, 2004


School Construction Authority on October 22, 2004

Transit Authority on October 28, 2004

Department of Transportation on November 1, 2004


Law Department on November 3, 2004
We will be holding lunch time meetings at the following Agencies:

Dept. of Finance on November 9, 2004


Comptroller’s Office on November 15, 2004



HRA on November 16, 2004


HPD on November 17, 2004


Coney Island Hospital on November 19, 2004


Dept. of Education on Vernon Blvd. on December 15, 2004
Important Dates:

The Department of Education collective bargaining November 10, 2004 

CUNY Labor management meeting November 17, 2004

Municipal Labor Committee Conference December 7, 2004

DOE Holiday Party Friday, December 10, 2004.

Local 1407 Holiday Party, for members only, on December 13, 2004.

Local 1407 Executive Board Meeting on December 16, 2004.

Local 1407 Black History Celebration on February 14, 2005.

Grievance Report: According to the outstanding Grievances Report as of October 31, 2004 there are 34 outstanding grievances of which 30 are classified as Regular and 4 are Disciplinary. Of the regular ones 6 are at Step-I, 6 at Step-II, 8 at Step-III, and 10 in Arbitration. 
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Department of Finance: Our attorney Melissa Brown has been preparing legal documents to challenge the Department of Finance regarding the elimination of compressed time. We will keep you informed of any future developments regarding this very important issue.
We recently won another out of title grievance for which the stipulation of settlement was signed on October 15, 2004, resulting in a member receiving $10,000. Congratulations to our member who wishes to remain anonymous. Once again, President Uddin requested everyone to call the Local at (212) 815-1407/1933 should you think you have an out-of- title grievance to file and he assured that all calls will be kept confidential. 
AFSCME Minimum Dues Increase for 2005: We recently received a notice from the International union, regarding the minimum dues increase. According to the notice we supposed to have a total increase of $1.35 ($0.50 special + $0.85 regular) per month per member beginning January 2005. At President Uddin’s request the Executive Board at their October 4, 2004 meeting decided to pay on behalf of the members, a $0.50 special dues increase, from the local treasury costing $13,800 per year. Regarding the remaining $0.85 dues increase a decision will be rendered at the next Executive Board meeting and the membership will be informed accordingly.  
Legislative Conference: On October 23, 2004 we had a legislative conference at DC 37 Headquarters. Those who participated are President Maf Misbah Uddin, Jed Matalon, Vijay Bhatia, Joseph Brown, Arlene Aikens, Theresa Roth, Jennifer White, and Enrique Oppenheimer. President Uddin was one of the panelists who spoke extensively on the issue of civilianization. We invite our members to come to all our legislative conferences in the future and join us on Lobby Day at Albany.

Historical Events: President Uddin said he will now present two recommendations from the Local 1407 Education Committee regarding the scholarship and reimbursement of fees for civil service exams. President Uddin also thanked all the members of the Education committee for their hard work and the Executive Board members for their approval. He then made a request to present the committee recommendations.
Local 1407 Scholarship: Jed Matalon presented the requirements, as recommended by the Education Committee, for a member’s child or grandchild to obtain a scholarship from local 1407. The requirements are as follows:

Each year five Local 1407 scholarships will be awarded. Each scholarship will be worth $1,000.00 per year. The winners will be picked by lottery and an announcement will be made before the 2005 Fall Semester/Quarter begins.
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1. The member must be in good standing with Local 1407
2. The scholarship must be for undergraduates only. The student can be either a freshman, sophomore, junior, or senior
3. Proof of acceptance into the college must be submitted to the committee, and
4. The school must be either a two or four year accredited college. Trade schools are not eligible.
The application will be mailed out by the end of February, 2005. The actual drawing will be held at the June, 2005 General Membership meeting. 
Sharon Steadman made a motion to accept the provisions for awarding a Local 1407 Scholarship. Jennifer White seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Reimbursement of Civil Service Exam Fees: Theresa Roth, the Co-Chair of the Local 1407 Education Committee, read the requirements for a member to be reimbursed for taking and passing a civil service examination:

Local 1407 will begin a program that will reimburse members who pass a civil service examination pertaining to a local 1407 title.

1. The individual must file and pass the examination

2. The individual must be a member in good standing with Local 1407
3. The examination must be in a Local 1407 title
4. There must be proof of the amount paid for the examination
5. The member must give a copy of their passing notification and a copy of their union ID card
6. The member does not have to be picked up by a specific Agency to receive reimbursement, and
7. The local will start the reimbursement process when the list is certified by DCAS.

Serge Pierre made a motion to accept the requirements for obtaining reimbursement from Local 1407 for taking and passing a civil service examination. Myrna Block seconded the motion. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Comments were made by E. Oppenheimer, S. Singer, S. Pierre, and Tzvi Moses. 
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A member from Housing, Preservation, and Development stated that the new time recording system instituted at that Agency was very abusive to the members. Many members were unfairly punished in the way that the new system recorded time. President Uddin said that Barbara Terrelonge knows the issue and would look into the matter and seek a resolution.

New Business: Vijay Bhatia thanked President Uddin for obtaining transit checks for the local 1407 members of CUNY. He also mentioned that Jennifer Sagnelli and he are seated with President Uddin during the CUNY negotiations and that he is confident President Uddin will deliver a good contract for CUNY members.
Good and Welfare:

Sharon Steadman stated that the Department of Finance is having a Holiday Party on December 10, 2004.

Arlene Aikens of the Law Department stated that Dutt Puthari recently completed the entire 26 mile course of the New York City Marathon. President Uddin congratulated Brother Puthari on behalf of the local.
Brenda Bradford of the Department of Youth Services stated that Jack Wagniere is retiring on December 1, 2004. Enrique Oppenheimer of HPD stated that Emma Wellington is retiring on December 10, 2004. President Uddin, on behalf of the Local, wishes them a happy and healthy retirement.
Also member James Akinola is recuperating from a stroke. Our prayers go out to Brother Akinola and we wish him a quick recovery.
Turkey Raffle:

The annual Local 1407 Turkey Raffle was held. Twenty-four prizes of twenty dollars a piece were awarded to the members. Walter Higgins of the Police Pension System picked out the winning numbers. The following twenty four individuals won twenty dollar cash prizes: Theresa Roth, Sam Hibbler, Pearl White, Steve Singer, Nadia Sourial, Jean Nicholas, Raymond Leon, Sharon Steadman, Verena Richards, Raymond Sourial, Vijay Bhatia, Ricky Jenkins, Jennifer Sagnelli, Tzvi Moses, Ruby Francis, Tammy Mak, Mitzie Finley, Aleksander Shoykhet, Cynthia George Shields, Roydel Howe, Al Smith, Rita Williams, Enrique Oppenheimer, and Virginia Cruzado.
President Uddin congratulates all the winners and wishes all of our members a Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving.
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Motion to Adjourn:

Franklin Taylor made a motion to adjourn. Arlene Aikens seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Prepared by
Orlana McKenzie
Secretary – Local 1407

Edited by 
Jed Matalon
Vice President – Local 1407

