Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

April 8, 2002

Call to Order and Minutes:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:10 P.M. We have a quorum present. This meeting is official. The meeting was held at the 6th Floor Board Room.

After the last general membership meeting it was brought to the President’s attention that during the meeting a few members keep repeating the same issues and/or asking the same question killing time without helping to move union business forward. To help such a meeting to move in a professional manner the following motion established the house rule. Franklin Taylor made a motion to limit the discussion by any one member on a given topic to three minutes. Severally seconded. A discussion followed. Arlene Aikens moved to close the discussion. Severally seconded. Approved by a voice vote. The motion to limit discussion by each member on a specific topic was approved by a voice vote.













Ruby Francis made a motion to accept the minutes of the last general membership meeting. Severally seconded. Joseph Vicinanza said that during his Presidency he sent a check to the local’s investment account. President Uddin said that he would check with Fouad Girgis, the treasurer at the time, about this issue. The motion to accept the minutes was passed by a voice vote. 



















Monetary Items:

President Uddin gave the approximate budget of $11,700.00 for the International AFSCME Convention to Las Vegas. Franklyn Taylor brought the motion to approve $11,700.00 for the convention. Severally seconded. Joseph Vicinanza amended the motion to increase the budgeted amount to $15,000.00. The parties agreed. The motion was approved by a voice vote.



















Election Committee:





















Joseph Brown is the election committee chairperson. He opened the floor for nominations.













Nominations for Delegate to DC 37 (1 position):





1. Joseph Vicinanza,

2. Jed Matalon, and

3. William Gunther









Nominations closed. 
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Nominations for Delegate to the AFSCME International Convention (5 positions):





1. Joseph Vicinanza

2. Michelle Gaddy

3. Sharon Steadman

4. Mitzie Finley







5. Arlene Aikens

6. Brenda Bradford

7. Nader Francis







8. Anwar Ghali

9. Vijay Bhatia







10. Mel Everett

11. Stanley Purdie







12. Michel Mossad, and

13. Della Skinner





Nominations closed.

Nominations for Executive Board Member of Housing (1 position):


Serge Pierre








Nominations closed.  Serge Pierre is automatically elected.



Nominations for Executive Board Member of NYCERS (1 position):


Jennifer White








Nominations closed. Jennifer White is automatically elected.





Congratulations were in order for Jennifer White and Serge Pierre and to all candidates. The Election Chair then said the Election Committee will meet on April 9 and 10, 2002. The ballots must be mailed in by May 1, 2002. Ballots will be counted on May 2, 2002. Candidates will be contacted with details. In case of a tie the winner will be chosen by lot. Joseph Brown closed the election committee portion of the meeting.

Treasurer’s Report:









Raymond Sourial presented the financial report for the period of 5/1/01 to 1/31/02. Ken Mercer said the report looks far better than before. However, we can improve it further. Those who rose to discuss the report are Kevin Vincent, Joseph Vicinanza, William Gunther, Michel Mossad, Denise Thorpe-Clarrett, and Ken Bromberg. Mr. Sourial answered all questions to the best of his ability. Mitzie Finley made a motion to accept the financial report. Severally seconded. Anwar Ghali said there were too many questions and suggestions about the financial report. Anwar Ghali made a motion to table approval of the financial report. Michel Mossad seconded. The motion to table was approved by a voice vote. The later motion superseded the earlier motion.
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President’s Report:










Per Capita Taxes: President Uddin said there was an increase in the per-capita dues because AFSCME, the International Union, imposed this increase under their Constitution Article IX, Section 5 & 6, DC 37 Constitution Article III, Section 2A, and Local 1407 Constitution Article IV, Section 3A. The local does not increase per capita dues. This increase is automatic in each January. If the local wants to increase dues it will require a constitutional amendment. As President of the Local my position now is not to support any dues increase.








Department of Finance: There was an Employee Recognition day in the Department of Finance on June 5, 2002 and Career Development on June 18, 2002. On April 2, 2002 there was a walk-through meeting at the Dept. of Finance.  




Mass Demonstration: There will be a mass demonstration organized by Local 375 and supported by DC 37, about the privatization of the Second Avenue Subway on April 24 (12 noon) and 4:30 P.M. on April 25, 2002 in front of 2 Broadway. Everyone is requested to participate.






Transit Authority: There was a bargaining session for the Transit Authority on March 25, 2002. We are negotiating, the right for provisional employees to be able to file grievances as they now can file in the other citywide agencies, among other things.    

Housing Authority: There was a discussion with the Housing Authority about the situation at 90 Church Street on March 25, 2002.









Walk-through: There was a walk-through at ACS on April 2, 2002 at 2 Washington Street where some members at 30 Main Street will be moved in.

Comptroller Bill Thompson: Lillian Roberts, her associates, and I met with Comptroller Bill Thompson on April 3, 2002 at DC 37 Headquarters. How the City can save money and create a labor reserve for the next contract was discussed.



Recently, President Uddin spoke to Comptroller Thompson about a person who was being fired by the Comptroller’s Office. The Comptroller said that he would not let anyone go without speaking to the Local first. We will have a meeting with the Comptroller very soon regarding issues that our members are facing in his office. Both Ken Mercer and Denise Thorpe-Clarrett will be part of this meeting.










Contract Survey: We distributed a contract survey form to the members. Please distribute this form to the members so that they can have input relating to the upcoming contract 2002.
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Unit Bargaining: The President met with Moira Dolan of Research & Negotiations on the unit bargaining issues on April 4, 2002. There will be a unit bargaining committee meeting on April 22, 2002 at 1:00 P.M. and a Citywide meeting on May 6, 2002. President Uddin requested Moira to prepare cost estimates for different steps to present to the Local 1407 Unit Bargaining Committee. 



NYCERS: There will be a Labor Management meeting with NYCERS on April 11, 2002. We have already presented an agenda with different issues brought by our members.

Important Dates: 

April 13, 2002 there will be a Lobby workshop held at DC 37 Headquarters. April 16, 2002 we will meet with Dept. of Finance Commissioner Martha Stark.

April 17, 2002 a Lunchtime meeting will be held at the Comptroller’s Office. 

April 18, 2002 a Lunchtime meeting at the Department of Finance (345 Adam)











Productivity Savings: President Uddin submitted a letter with proposals regarding productivity savings to DC 37 Executive Director Lillian Roberts at her request.













Question and Answer:

Anwar Ghali asked about the early retirement package.  President Uddin said the bill is still in Albany. It’s up to the individual agencies as to which titles are offered early retirement. 











William Gunther asked why aren’t accountants paid as much as Management Auditors.  President Uddin said that is the way these titles were created many years ago. He advised Mr. Gunther to write regarding this issue it will then be presented at the appropriate forum.








Stanley Purdie asked why does an Associate Bookkeeper make more money than an Accountant. President Uddin said that when the Bookkeeper title series was created in 1995 he was not here, however, after he came on board, he sent a memo to the Research and Negotiations of DC 37 about this issue. 












Michelle Gaddy said that there was a group grievance about people in certain titles not getting a service increment.  President Uddin said that the said grievance is in step 3. She also said that the Retirement Benefit Examiner series should be reclassified. President Uddin said that reclassification has been brought by NYCERS to DCAS. We are waiting to hear from the parties and will act accordingly.
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Kevin Vincent asked about the Principal Retirement Benefit Examiner test. President Uddin said that we have requested an exam for this title.
















Committee Reports:





















Joseph Vicinanza made a motion to buy one table for $600.00 for the DC 37 Italian Heritage Celebration.  Michelle Gaddy seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by a voice vote.













Council Representative’s Report:



















Barbara Terrelonge said that 15 cases have been closed by settlement. There are 33 outstanding cases. She also said at the present time she presents the grievances. Raymond Sourial and Sharon Steadman are collecting the information and writing up the cases.




New Business: 

Sharon Steadman said, “I have a ton of grievances that were from the Joseph Vicinanza Administration and practically nothing was done on them. President Uddin brought the number down through settlement and even recently brought back to work a member who was fired. Joseph Vicinanza had a grievance case for six years and did nothing to solve it but, today, in every meeting he talks big!”












Good and Welfare:

Elliot Gellman of the Comptroller’s Office retired after 30 years of dedicated service to the City of New York. The Local wishes him a successful retirement.

Adjournment:

Vijay Kohli made a motion to adjourn. Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M.





Respectfully Submitted,

Prepared By - Orlana McKenzie, Secretary

Edited By - Jed Matalon, Vice President

