Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

April 14, 2003
Call to Order and Approval of the Minutes:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:10 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official. Ms. Audrey Brown of the DC 37 Legal Department was present as the Parliamentarian. 
Arlene Aikens made a motion to accept the minutes of March 10, 2003. Vijay Bhatia seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Raymond Sourial presented the Financial Report for February, 2003.

Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the Financial Report for February, 2003. Severally Seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

President’s Report:

Citywide Layoffs: President Uddin talked about the situation regarding layoffs. The President assured the members that the union is doing everything possible to deal with the layoffs affecting the membership. So far there are 1613 people on the citywide layoff list for DC 37 involving 20 locals and 23 agencies. 37 belong to Local 1407 in five different agencies. May 17, 2003 is the last day for those on the layoff list. The one month notice and list of prospective members to be laid off was created by management—the union has no input. However, over the course of the next several weeks this list will change based on our protest. As you know, there is a possibility that more layoffs will be coming in the future as the mayor unfolds his budget. It is unfortunate that the local has 1077 provisionals (including CUNY-31, HHC-37) of which 651 are pure provisional. In the future we ought to bring these numbers down by bringing more members into permanent titles.   
April 29 Rally: As you know, the DC 37 rally will be held on Tuesday, April 29, 2003 in front of City Hall from 5:30-7:30 P.M. More than 50,000 DC 37 members should be there. Local 1407 expects at least 500 of its members to be at the rally. Make sure you join us and bring your family and friends.
Albany Lobby Day: DC 37 will be holding its Lobby Day on Tuesday, May 6, 2003. Please sign up for this event. All you need to do is take a day off, be at DC 37 Headquarters at 7:00 A.M., eat breakfast, sit on the bus, see your legislator in Albany, and return 7:00 P.M.
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AFSCME Legislative Conference: The AFSCME legislative conference was held on March 17-19 at Washington DC. Every local sent a delegation to the conference. President Uddin represented Local 1407. This conference lobbied to obtain help from the Federal Government. During his stay President Uddin met the following legislators: Arthur Davis (D-AL), Stephanie Tubbs Jones (D-OH), Arlen Specter (R-PA), Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Thomas A Daschle (D-SD), and our two own Senators Chuck Schumer, and Hillary Clinton. As you know, 48 States are having budget deficits in the current fiscal year. There is a bill proposed at the senate worth 40 Billion Dollars to aid state governments. If passed, it will bring more than a billion dollars to New York City.  
Meeting Dates:

Lunchtime Meetings:

NYCERS          

April 15

Comptroller       

April 16

CUNY - Hostos C.C.

April 17

Housing – 90 5th Ave

April 21

CUNY – Hunter College        
April 23

Law                


April 24

ACS                


April 28

Labor-Management Meetings:  
TRS



April 3






CUNY



April 23

Special General Membership Meeting: There will be a special General Membership Meeting to be held on Wednesday, April 30, 2003 at 6:00 P.M. to announce the results of the election for Local 1407 Delegates to the AFSCME Special Convention to elect a Vice President on May 10, 2003.

At the May 12, 2003 regular General Membership Meeting nominations will be held for the election of Local 1407 Officers, Trustees, and Delegates.

Executive Board Meeting: The local 1407 Executive Board Meeting on April 17, 2003 is canceled. A new meeting will be scheduled at a later date.

Judicial Panel Hearing: Joseph Vicinanza brought charges to the International union about the recent Executive Board election where he was defeated by David Low, 33 to 91 for a position at the Agencies at Large. The protest will be held at the Embassy Suites Hotel on April 22, 2003 at 4:00 P.M. Everyone is invited to attend.
Treasurer of DC 37: Mark Rosenthal, the Treasurer of DC 37, stopped by and spoke about the layoff situation. He stated the importance of going to the April 29, 2003 rally. Please be there.
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Council Representative: Barbara Terrelonge, our Council representative, spoke to the membership. She talked about the layoff procedures that will be followed for every Agency that is affected by job cuts. She stated that there is a 30 day period for the union to review the layoff list and take appropriate action to protect the jobs of members. The union is reviewing that list right now. Barbara said that if anyone gets an “At Risk” letter of being laid off then that letter should be faxed over to the union immediately. Remember that an “At Risk” letter is not a layoff notice.

Stephen Schneider, Joseph Vicinanza, Vijay Bhatia, Herman Margulies, Brenda Bradford, Steven Singer, and Roydelle Howe asked questions of President Uddin and Ms. Terrelonge.

Committee Reports:

Mitzie Finley, our Sergeant-at-Arms, stated that HRA will hold an Employee Recognition Day Breakfast at 125 Barclay Street the morning of May 2, 2003. Employees with 25, 30, 35, 40, and 45 years of service will be honored. President Uddin will be speaking.
Joseph Vicinanza said that there will be a meeting of the Italian Heritage Committee at 1:30 P.M. on April 15, 2003 at DC 37 Headquarters.

Arlene Aikens talked about the Professionals Under Attack Conference recently held at DC 37 Headquarters. Many members from the Law Department also participated. 
Jed Matalon the Vice President, of Local 1407, made the following report:

On Tuesday, April 1, 2003, AFSCME of  New York State held its annual Lobby Day in Albany, New York. Local 1407 was well represented. Maf Misbah Uddin, Jed Matalon, Joseph Brown, Bahzrob Patel, Enrique Oppenheimer, Brenda Bradford, Arlene Aikens, Myrna Block, and Sharon Steadman were present at the event.

At the convention center the thousands of union activists who attended were treated to inspired speeches by AFSCME President Gerald McEntee and DC 37 Executive Director Lillian Roberts.

We then went to our respective State Senators and Assemblymen and implored them to minimize budget cuts against public sector employees. All the local 1407 members were given a warm reception by their State Legislators. Everyone agreed that AFSCME in general and Local 1407 in particular had made a significant impact on the politicians who heard us. If you want to know the name and address of your State Senator or State Assemblyman please call the DC 37 Political Action Committee at (212) 815-1550. They will be happy to assist you.
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Education Committee: Committee chair, Ricky Jenkins stated that there will be an examination for Workers Compensation Benefits Examiner on June 28, 2003. Mr. Jenkins will be holding review classes for this examination throughout the month of June.

Adjournments:

Arlene Aikens made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Severally seconded. The motion was carried by a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Prepared By-

Orlana McKenzie, Secretary

Edited By – 

Jed Matalon, Vice-President

