Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting and

Black History Celebration

February 11, 2002

Call to Order:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:25 P.M. We have a quorum. This meeting is official. Franklin Taylor made a motion to suspend the rest of the meeting so that the members could enjoy the Black History Celebration. Severally Seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.


Joseph Vicinanza made a statement. He claimed that we have not conducted a membership meeting since September 11, 2001. President Uddin replied. Due to the unprecedented disaster of 9/11 we all suffered a lot. As you know, we started our temporary office at 817 Broadway (Local 371’s Headquarters), and later moved to 275 7th Avenue. On February 4th we moved back to our building where meeting rooms have not yet been ready. That is why we are having our meeting here at 75 Varick Street (DC 1707 Headquarters). During this difficult time, the Executive Board, which is the governing body of the local, met on October 11, 2001 and December 13, 2001 to do important local businesses affecting the local and its membership. All issues have been acted upon. On December 19, 2001 we had a general membership meeting and holiday party where a record number of members participated. We have responded to the needs of our members on a continuous basis since September 11. Today, we are having a Black History Celebration because of its great importance to us. We will have a regular general membership meeting starting next month, 1st being on March 11, 2002. President Uddin then concluded by saying that financial reports will be presented on a regular basis starting with the next general membership meeting. 

Black History Celebration

Orlana McKenzie was the Mistress of Ceremonies for the Celebration. She introduced President Uddin. President Uddin said, "It is a great honor to be part of Local 1407's Black History Celebration. The marvelous contributions of African Americans in this society have helped to make this nation a leader in the world today."

President Uddin then introduced Lillian Roberts, the future Executive Director of DC 37. Ms. Roberts said, "Black History is American History." She went on to discuss the many contributions and achievements of African Americans. On February 26, 2002 Ms. Roberts will be the first African American Woman in history to be the leader of DC 37.                            
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Lee Saunders, the Administrator of DC 37, then spoke. He said, "It was a team effort to bring DC 37 together. The mistakes of the past will never be repeated. We will continue to be a powerful force in New York City."


William C. Thompson, the first African American to be the Comptroller of the City of New York, then spoke. He said, "The tragedy of 9/11 has shown how the people of this city can come together. We will continue to stay together in whatever tough times may lie ahead. "He then discussed the strides that African Americans have made in the union movement and in City politics.

Pastor Johnson of the Emanuel Pentecostal Church delivered the invocation. The Emanuel Pentecostal Choir then gave a stirring rendition of several classic gospel songs.           


Mitzie Finley, the Chairperson of the Black History Committee, made some closing remarks thanking all the participants.          


The audience was then treated to delicious box dinners. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the Black History Celebration.                               
                                                                        
Respectfully Submitted,

Jed Matalon

Vice President
