Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

January 13, 2003

Call to Order: President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:20 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official.

Approval of the Minutes: Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the minutes of the November 21, 2002 and December 9, 2002 meetings. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Monetary Items:
Vijay Bhatia made a motion to spend $800.00 to join Federation of African Americans in Civil Service honoring Lillian Roberts. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Joseph Brown made a motion to purchase an ad for $500.00 in the journal of the Committee of Concerned Social Workers sponsored by Local 371 to generate scholarship fund. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Yosri Aly made a motion to increase by $1,500.00 the local’s allocation for the Black History Celebration to be held on February 10, 2003. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Approval of the Executive Board Minutes:

Kevin Vincent made a motion to suspend the reading of, and then approve, the Executive Board minutes of December 18, 2002. Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report:

Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the financial reports, copy enclosed, of October and November, 2002 as presented by the Treasurer Raymond Sourial. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote. 

President’s Report:

Civil Service Exam List: The list for the title of Tax Auditor-Examination number 9041 has been extended to December, 2004. And the list for the title Actuarial Specialist-Examination number 0030 has been extended to March 7, 2004.
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The Associate Retirement Benefits Examiner exam filing is in March, 2003 (watch for the dates). The test date is June 28, 2003.

There is a meeting of all DC 37 Shop Stewards on January 29, 2003. All the Executive Board members, Delegates, and Trustees are requested to sign up for this event.

Department of Finance: We met with the Commissioner of Finance, Martha Stark, on December 20, 2002. Numerous problems were discussed.  We sent a letter to the Commissioner restating all our concerns. This letter will be sent to all the members of the Department of Finance. We also have consulted with outside attorneys regarding the various problems in the Agency. Local also filed a grievance about the building conditions at 345 Adams Street under Citywide Contract Article XIV, Section 2A.

The Local 1407 offices located in Chicago and Anaheim has complained that their benefits are not the same as members located in the New York area. We have sent this letter to the appropriate officials at DC 37.  

Health and Hospital Corporation: We will have a meeting with the Commissioner of the Health and Hospitals Corporation, Dr. Benjamin Chu on February 4, 2003. 

School Construction Authority: President Uddin had a discussion with the Head of the School Construction Authority. So far none of our members have been laid off from the School Construction Authority. We are watching closely. There will be a demonstration protesting any possible layoffs on January 16, 2003 in front of the School Construction Authority located at 30-30 Thompson Avenue. Every one is requested to join.

Department of Education: At the Department of Education some members were laid off as of January 2, 2003 and some were moved back to their civil service titles. During this process the local has tried to do everything in order to save these jobs. President Uddin met with Chairperson of both Education and Finance Committees of the City Council, spoke with different news media and repeatedly sat with the DOE management. Though it may have minimized the number of layoffs but our heart goes to them who got laid off. However, DC 37 brought a lawsuit, in which local 1407 is one of the petitioner, against the DOE with a hope that the court will rule in our favor. President Uddin urges all the members to talk with their representatives in the City Council about the current lay off situation and the budget crisis.

Management Auditor Exam: There has been several protest filed by our members regarding recently given Management Auditor Examination. President Uddin appointed Verena Richards, Stanley Purdie, and Nader Francis as the members of the Test Validation Board where they met with DCAS on January 9, 2003. 

Minutes of General Membership Meeting of January 13, 2003 – Page 3

Outstanding Grievance Report: According to the Outstanding Grievances Report as of December 1, 2001 there are 26 grievances – of which 22 are classified as Regular and 4 are Disciplinary. 3 are at Step-II, 6 at Step-III, and 13 in Arbitration.

DC 37 Asian Heritage Committee: President Uddin is the chair of the Asian Heritage Committee of DC 37. The Asian Heritage will be celebrated on Friday, May 23, 2003 in Rooms 1-5. 

Question and Answer: 

Joseph Vicinanza wanted to know 11 people at DOE were redeployed or what? They were not redeployed, rather were brought back to their civil service title.

Fred Love made a comment that he was denied to give accounting exam test materials when asked! Raymond Sourial said Mr. Love asked 10 copies of materials to be mailed to him, and all he said to him is that 10 copies will not be mailed in one location, if he has the address of the local members he can provide that to him and local will gladly mailed them to the respective members. President Uddin added by saying that since he took over in June of 2000 this local has provided every test preparation class and materials for free to its members. And will continue to do so as long as he is the President. Unfortunately, the last CUNY accounting exam was a State exam in which CUNY choose to participate without giving enough time to the local for related preparation. 

Vijay Bhatia asked about the status of CUNY 1% from the last contact? President said he has spoken with Research and Negotiations and that they are expecting to resolve by March of 2003.

Michel Mossad asked did President read recent flyer sent by the Millennium Slate Committee? President Uddin replied by saying that whether he read it or not is his personal business and will not response to such question. In fact any question that does not relate to the membership issues or services does not require an answer.

Evan Brown Anderson wanted to bring a motion to postpone the general membership meeting of February 10, 2003 so that only Black History can be celebrated that day. President Uddin said that we will start our celebration at 6:30 P.M. and from 6:00 P.M. we will have a short meeting due to the constitutional bindings in which election committee chair must conduct the nomination for two of the executive positions vacant recently. 

Mitzie Finley said we always had a short meeting before the celebration which is good since it gives every one to arrive by 6:30 P.M. 
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Yosri Aly made some comments regarding the issues at the Department of Finance. He believes union has not done enough until Mr. Uddin took over. Br. Aly said that a walk through has not been made at 345 Adams Street by the Union. Barbara Terrelonge responded by saying that, the grievance was filed after the walk through. President then said he will continue to do everything with the help of members of the Finance Department and asked everyone to contact him with information and advice. 

Committee Reports:

Joseph Brown, our Election Chairperson, stated that there were two open positions for the Executive Board: One for Agencies-at-Large and one for Agency for Children Services. 

The following dates are important:

January 13, 2003: The announcement of the election.

February 10, 2003: Nominations for the offices.

February 13, 2003: The mailing of the ballots.

March 5, 2003: All the ballots must be mailed in by this date.

March 6, 2003: The counting of the ballots.

March 10, 2003: The announcement of the results.

Good and Welfare:

President Uddin announced that in the upcoming elections of Local 1407 of 2003, I will be running for reelection as President. Other present officers will also be running as Jed Matalon for Vice President, Orlana McKenzie for Secretary, and Raymond Sourial for Treasurer. All the rest of the Millennium Slate candidates will also be running for their respective positions. 

Vice President Jed Matalon made the reports:

The President of AFSCME, Gerald McEntee, appointed President Uddin to the Professional Advisory Committee of AFSCME. This appointment will run through 2004. Local is very proud of this as it is the first time in local history a President is appointed to such a position.

President Uddin was a guest speaker on WBAI – 99.5 Radio on Saturday, December 28, 2002. The President made some strong points regarding the lay off and contracting out situations at the Department of Education.
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Adjournment:

Franklin Taylor made a motion to adjourn. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Prepared by 

Orlana McKenzie, Secretary

Edited by 

Jed Matalon, Vice President
