Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

June 10, 2002
Call to Order and Minutes:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:10 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official.

















The General Membership Minutes of May 13, 2002 was distributed. For the first time we couldn’t prepare the minutes on a timely basis to mail before this meeting because we were busy preparing a response to charges brought by Joseph Vicinanza, Michel Mossad, Anwar Ghali and Ken Bromberg regarding the last delegate election. Details of which will be presented in the Presidents’ Report. Arlene Aikens made a motion to accept the May 13, 2002 General Membership Minutes with the corrections. Severally seconded the motion. Kevin Vincent wanted to know the names of the members who were honored at the Law Department. Their names will be added in the minutes. The minutes were approved by a voice vote.














Monetary Items:





















On August 18th and 19th the New York State AFL-CIO will have a conference in Albany. The Local will be participating due to its organizational influence in the State Legislative Body. They have a very important union agenda that can help us tremendously. Vijay Bhatia made a motion to allocate $2,500.00 to send five delegates to the New York State AFL-CIO Conference. Severally seconded the motion. The motion was passed by a voice vote.




Local 924 is having a retirement celebration for its President, James Walsh, on September 26, 2002 at Ricardo’s Restaurant. Brenda Bradford made a motion to purchase a table for the September 26, 2002 Local 924 Retirement party costing $700.00.  Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.




The New York City Chinese Association of Civil Servants will have a celebration at the Palace Restaurant on June 28, 2002. Parvinder Singh made a motion to purchase 12 tickets to the N.Y. City Chinese Association of Civil Servants Celebration on June 28, 2002 costing $540.00. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.
We honored Local 1407 member LouBov Rotshteyn and her son Yury. Last year Yury won an AFSCME Scholarship for $2000.00 a year. Yury, a NYU student, spoke and thanked President Uddin for all his help. Joseph Brown made a motion to allocate $500.00 per year for the duration of the Scholarship to be added by Local 1407 to Yury Roshteyn’s Scholarship Award. Vijay Kohli seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.
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Treasurer’s Report:









Raymond Sourial presented the financial statement for the months of February, March, and April of 2002 with year to date (corrected copy enclosed). Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the Financial Report with corrections. Severally seconded. Questions or comments were made by Joseph Vicinanza, Fredrick Love, and Melford Everett. The motion was passed by a voice vote.















President’s Report:

1. Judicial Panel Case No. 02-40: A case was filed by Joseph Vicinanza, Anwar Ghali, Michel Mossad, and Kenneth Bromberg. The case dealt with how the May 2002 election for The International Delegates was handled. A total of 21 charges were filed against President Uddin and the Millennium Slate that he supported. On May 29, 2002 John Seferian, the chairperson of the AFSCME Judicial Panel did an investigative hearing. And later Brother Seferian rendered his decision by saying, “the protests as filed in this matter are denied in their entirety. The election results for DC 37 and The International Convention delegates are affirmed.” A copy of the entire case is enclosed for your information.  












2. Department of Finance: In a meet and greet session President Uddin brought many issues to the attention of Commissioner Martha Stark. She has already taken steps on some of those issues. She is well aware of the situation at the Desk Audit Unit. Ms. Stark said she even intends to move the Department of Finance out of 25 Elm place and 345 Adams Street to a newer location like 9 Metro Tech as soon as possible. 

















3. Board of Education: Neil Schlau brought an issue regarding the time clock use of Social Security Numbers. Our members opposed the Management regarding the use of SS# for the time clock. Management agreed and will provide an Employee Identification Number replacing the SS# for this purpose.





4. CUNY-Hunter College: A long-standing problem with longevity differentials was resolved. In a written statement the members thanked President Uddin, Vijay Bhatia, and Raymond Sourial for their hard and consistent work. Any one in any college with a similar problem may contact the Local at (212) 815-1933.



5. Human Resources Administration:
The Human Resources Administration’s Crisis and Disaster Unit honored 13 Local 1407 members among others for their work during the World Trade Center recovery effort. The ceremony took place on May 17, 2002. Congratulations are in order to all honorees.
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6. Management Auditor Examination: The filing period is from 6/6/02-6/25/02. The exam will be held on 10/19/02. A free prep class and materials will be offered some time in September. Call (212) 815-1933 for more information.


7. CUNY - Technical College:
Offices in the college will be re-located to the Howard Building. We requested a walk-through in the new location, which was originally denied. We then approached the Vice-Chancellor and were able to complete a walk-through on June 6, 2002. A follow up walk-through will be done soon before the relocation is made.




8. Law Department: Part time per diem X-class employees are not getting union benefits due to management’s incorrect classification of their status. At least 14 members of our local are not getting what they deserve as union members. This problem first came to our attention during one of the lunchtime meetings. Thanks to Earl Harewood and Arlene Aikens for their help in this regard. The Local will take every step to insure benefits for these members.

9. Comptroller’s Office: There was a Labor Management Meeting held on June 4, 2002. Many issues were discussed. Details will be provided in the next lunchtime meeting. President Uddin will meet with Comptroller Thompson on June 18, 2002.

















10. Department of Aging: The department is eliminating the NYC DFTA SCRIE Program Audit Unit and creating A Quality Assurance Unit. Thanks to our members at the unit who brought this to our attention. President Uddin visited the unit immediately, spoke to the management and will meet in a Labor-Management meeting on June 13, 2002. 














11. Housing Authority QWL: Serge Pierre was appointed to the Employee Assistance Program and Anna Cain to the Career Development Program at the Housing Authority.














12. Department of Corrections:
On May 20, 2002 issues concerning promotions, training programs, and assignment differentials were discussed at a Labor-Management forum. A follow up meeting will be set.








13. Health and Hospitals Corporation:
The Annual Premium Transit Check Metrocard was replaced with the Premium Transit Check Metro Card as of April 1, 2002. Anyone with a problem should contact their respective Payroll Departments.
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14. Early Retirement Incentive: An Early Retirement Program is in progress. A member with age 55 and with 25 years of service can retire without penalty. The Local will try to include all our titles in the program. For details please call (212) 815-1933.













15. General Membership Meeting: The next general membership meeting will be held on September 9, 2002. The Holiday party will be held on December 9, 2002 in Rooms 1-3, 125 Barclay Street.














16. Members Service Recognition: Local 1407 decided under a motion brought in the General Membership meeting on January 13, 1997 to recognize its members for completing 20, 25, 30, and 35 years of service. Nothing was done by the previous administrations, now we will soon plan a recognition celebration. Details will follow.

Important Dates:

NYCERS Lunchtime meeting will be held on June 13, 2002.
DC’37 Jewish Heritage Celebration will be held on June 13, 2002.


DC’37 Irish Heritage will be held on June 14, 2002.




Queens Borough Community College meeting will be held on June 19, 2002.

Law Dept. Lunchtime meeting will be held on June 20, 2002.

Comptroller’s Office Lunchtime meeting will be held on June 21, 2002.


The AFSCME International Conference will be held on June 23-28, 2002 at Las Vegas. Nine people are attending. Each one is expected to provide a report.


Labor Day will be September 3, 2002. A picnic will be held at Battery Park.
The Primary Election will be held on September 10, 2002.

Questions and comments were made by Neil Schlau, Vijay Bhatia, Joseph Vicinanza, Rick Jenkins, Ken Bromberg, Fred Love, Mel Everett, and Claude Ashby.



Committee Report:

Mitzie Finley made a report on the DC 37 Women’s Celebration held on June 6, 2002. The celebration was hailed as a great success. Mitzie Finley, Orlana McKenzie, Sharon Steadman and Jennifer White all played an important role in the committee. Thanks to all of them for representing the local well.





Adjournment:

Earl Harewood made a motion to adjourn. Severally seconded. Meeting adjourned at 7:10 P.M. President Uddin wished everyone a wonderful summer and Happy holidays.

Respectfully Submitted,

Prepared by






Edited by

Orlana McKenzie, Secretary




Jed Matalon, Vice President

