Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

March 11, 2002

Call to Order and Minutes:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:15 P.M. We have a quorum present. 

This meeting is official. 

Joseph Vicinanza made a motion to accept the minutes of December 19, 2001. Franklin Taylor seconded. The motion was carried by a voice vote.  

          

Ray Martinez made a motion to accept the minutes of February 11, 2002.  Severally seconded. The motion was carried by a voice vote.             
                                                                                
Guest Speaker:

Lillian Roberts, the newly elected Executive Director of DC 37, came to the meeting. President Uddin introduced her as a woman who has made union history. Ms. Roberts said that we are looking forward to the future. She has very deep feelings for Local 1407. She looks forward to working with us during her tenure. Ms. Roberts then met personally with virtually all the Local 1407 members who attended the meeting. President Uddin deeply thanked Ms. Roberts for her unscheduled appearance.                                                     

Treasurer’s Report:
The treasurer's report was distributed to the membership. It covers the period from August 2001 through October 2001. Raymond Sourial, the Treasurer of Local 1407, accepted questions from the membership. Several detailed questions were asked about a variety of entries in the report. Mr. Sourial answered all questions that were directed 
to him. President Uddin said that either the Executive Board or the General Membership approved all expenditures. He also said that since we took over the local we are using the same format and the same Write plus which generated the same report with different figures. And for the first time in 10 years the local has added $150,000.00 in its investment account. However, at the last Executive Board meeting, we formed a Financial Report Committee with Kenneth Mercer and Parvinder Singh as members and Raymond Sourial as Chairman. The committee will bring their recommendation in the future and financial reports, if approved, will be done accordingly. Mel Everett said that in addition to an income statement we should also have a balance sheet prepared.                                                                      

Joseph Vicinanza made a motion to have seven regular and two alternate representatives attend the International AFSCME Conference in Las Vegas. Seconded by Ken Bromberg. The motion was carried by a voice vote.                             

Minutes of General Membership Meeting of March 11, 2002 – Page 2
President's Report:

Moment of Silence: President Uddin asked for a moment of silence for all those who lost their lives in the 9/11 tragedy. President Uddin spoke at length about the 9/11 Tragedy and how it has affected union members. Several of Local 1407 members lost family members in the tragedy. In our October Executive Board meeting Local 1407 created a fund of $5000.00, which was later donated to the DC 37 Fallen Heroes Fund with the recommendation of the Local 1407 WTC Disaster Fund Committee. President Uddin is the secretary-treasurer of DC 37 Fallen Heroes Fund.     

9-11 Tragedy: President Uddin spoke at length about how he challenged the hardships caused by the 9/11 tragedy. Immediately after the tragedy the local website (www.local1407.org) posted union messages with contact numbers. The Executive Board, the governing body of the local, met on October 11, and December 13 of last year and February 20, 2002. We also had two General Membership meetings. One was at the Borough of Manhattan Community College on December 19, 2001 (Holiday Party). The second was at 75 Varick Street on February 11, 2002 (Black History Celebration).

 
Agency/Department Visit: President Uddin has visited virtually all the agencies after the 9/11 tragedy. Among the Agencies that he has visited are Department of Finance, Comptroller's Office, Different CUNY colleges, Housing Authority, Board of Education, Department of Sanitation, NYCERS, NYCTRS, HRA, ACS, Police Department, DCAS, Payroll Administration, Aging, Department of Health, Mental Health, Office of the Actuary, HPD, Transportation, and Housing Authority at Long Island City. Met with Health and Hospitals Corporation’s President Ben Chu, Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly, ACS Commissioner William Bell. During this difficult time all necessary steps were taken to make sure the members at CUNY and the School Construction Authority got paid their respective contractual raises. President Uddin has pledged that he will go anywhere and everywhere, irrespective of the situation, to serve the needs of the members.

Labor Management Meeting: A Labor management meeting was held with the Board of Education, Department of Finance, Housing Authority and CUNY.                  

Organize the Unorganized: President Uddin has pledged to organize those members who are in our titles but who are not represented by our local. We have taken steps to bring more members from Transit and Housing Authorities, Board of Education, and the Research Center of the City University of New York.   

Desk Audit Unit: President Uddin talked about the problems with the Desk Audit unit at the Department of Finance. The President will not let these people be abused forever. We will do everything including a demonstration and, if necessary, the local will engage outside legal service(s) to obtain justice for our members.                            
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CUNY unit bargaining: Met on February 8 and March 6, 2002 with CUNY on 1% equity fund to create, if possible, 3, 5, and 12 years service increments for the titles of College Accounting Assistant and College Accountant. 

Local 1407 Upcoming Elections: There will be nominations for the following positions - One DC 37 Delegate, 3 Delegates and 2 Alternates for the AFSCME International Conference in Las Vegas, 1 Executive Board position in NYCERS and 1 Executive Board position in the Housing Authority. Very soon we will receive a notice of election with nominations closing on April 8, 2002, the date of our next General Membership meeting. The official election results will be announced in our May meeting.

                                
Exam Prep Class: We have given exam prep classes in Accountant, Bookkeeper, and Assistant Retirement Benefits Examiner titles. The Local provided free course materials. We want to thank Ricky Jenkins, local education chair, for his excellent work in teaching these classes. An exam will be given for Management Auditor on October 23, 2002. Classes and materials will be provided at a later date.               

Outstanding Grievances: According to the Outstanding Grievances Report as of February 15, 2002 there are 35 grievances – of which 28 are classified as Regular and 7 are Disciplinary. 3 are at Step-I, 3 at Step-II, 14 at Step-III, and 15 in Arbitration.       

Conference/Caucus: Representatives from the local went to Albany for the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus on February 15-17, and participated in the Municipal Labor committee Conference on March 4-5 at Rye, New York. Respective designated people will provide both reports later.                                                                                            
Test Validation Board: President Uddin has nominated the following people on the test validation board respectively to work with DCAS:  

Accountant Exam - Joseph Brown (Housing Authority), Enrique Oppenheimer (HPD), and Louis Francois (HHC). 

Bookkeeper Exam – Ken Mercer (Comptroller), Ana Vasquez (BERS), and Ruby Francis (Housing). 

ARBE Exam – Jenifer White (NYCERS), Daisy Severino-Macias (NYCTRS), and Kevin Vincent (Police Pension Fund).

Civil Service Lists: Actuarial Specialist, Exam No. 0030 extended to March 7, 2003,

Associate Accountant (open competitive Exam No. 8013 and promotion Exam No. 8507) extended to January 21, 2003, and Assistant Workers Compensation Benefits Examiner, Exam No. 7007 extended to January 21, 2003. 
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Cornell University Training Workshop: Raymond Sourial and Sharon Steadman will take the Assertive Grievance Handling Training on May 16 and 17.     
                                                                                
Summer Camp: If you are interested in Summer Camp Registration for your children or grand children please call (212) 815-1656 or 815-1660.                                         


NYS AFL-CIO 2002 Scholarship: If you are interested in applying for a NYS AFL-CIO scholarship please call (212) 815-1933 for an application.                      
                                                   
Important Dates:
            

TRS Lunchtime meeting - March 12, 2002 
City Council breakfast - March 14, 2002 
Comptroller's Office Lunchtime meeting - March 20, 2002 
Transit Authority Collective Bargaining – March 25, 2002
Finance (25 Elm) Lunchtime meeting – March 27, 2002

Meeting with HRA commissioner - March 28, 2002 
General Membership Meeting - April 8, 2002

CUNY, NY Tech luncheon - April 10, 2002
Executive Board Meeting - April 17, 2002   

New Business:

                                                                                
Sharon Steadman said that the lunchtime meetings at the Department of Finance have been very effective. The members have much more confidence in the local union since they are meeting their President. President Uddin thanked everyone at the Department of Finance for his or her continued support.  

Mel Everett wanted to know if a member retired before June 30, 2002 would he be eligible for the raises and service increments of the new contract. We will look into it.  

Ken Bromberg wanted to reflect everything in the minutes that has been said.  Nothing will be omitted that will help the members, said the President.      


Yosri Aly said that people are being abused in the Department of Finance for a long time. The union has done nothing until Mr. Uddin became local President. Still we must do more and do it now. President Uddin said I am very persistent and consistent regarding this issue and all other issues affecting our members. The union will act precisely on this and all other matters. As you know, as late as two weeks ago, the agency fired one of our members but because of our active persuasion the member was back after one day! 
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Mel Kaplan asked how many years would be added to the retirees pension in the new buy-out package. That is still being negotiated at the legislative level.   


Joseph Vicinanza said the DC 37 Italian Heritage Committee met last week. The celebration will be at Russo's on the Bay. Tickets will be $650.00 for a table; the local should buy some tables.

             
Yvonne Anderson attended the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus in Albany with the local delegation. She will have some written reports to deliver in the next meeting.                 

Frederick Love made a motion to adjourn. Severally seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Orlana McKenzie

Secretary

