Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

March 10, 2003
Call to Order and Approval of the Minutes:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:10 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official. Ms. Melissa Brown of the DC 37 Legal Department was present as the Parliamentarian. 

Vijay Bhatia made a motion to accept the minutes of January 13, 2003. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the minutes of February 10, 2003. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Election Results: Joseph Brown, the Election Chair, presented a report (copy enclosed) on the results of the recent special election for two Executive Board positions.

Kevin Vincent made a motion to accept the report of the Election Chair. Severally seconded. The motion was carried by a voice vote.

Barbara Terrelonge swore in David M. Low, elected from the Agency-at-large, as an Executive Board member.

Monetary Items: There will be an AFSCME 2003 Legislative Conference held in Washington, D.C. from March 16-19. On Tuesday, 18th March the participants at the conference will be lobbying the congress. Last year 3 members represented the local. This year, due to time constraints, only one person will attend. The cost is approximately $1,000.00.

Joseph Brown made a motion to set aside $1,000.00 for the AFSCME 2003 Legislative Conference. Severally seconded. The motion was carried by a voice vote.

DC 37 Education Committee: The DC 37 Education Committee will be holding an event for its scholarship fund at Belmont Raceway on May 17, 2003. If local members desire we can participate in this event.

Brenda Bradford made a motion to purchase one table for $850.00 for the DC 37 scholarship fund event to be held at Belmont Raceway on May 17,2003. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.
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Political Contribution: President Uddin explained the difficulty of the situation we are facing in the City. 29 Bookkeepers from the Department of Education have already been laid off among 600 other DC 37 members. During the course of the last several months he met with various City Council members and other politicians discussing issues that are important to the membership. One thing is clear that as a local we must empower ourselves politically. Every member of this local must contact their respective elected officials and we must allocate some money for lobbying. We will be cutting other union expenses in order to allocate money for political contributions, which will be given to a specific politician who supports our cause, based on the recommendation by the local’s political action committee.

Yosri Aly made a motion to allocate $5,000.00 for a political fund for Local 1407. Severally seconded. The motion was carried by a voice vote.

Financial Reports: Treasurer Raymond Sourial presented his financial reports (copy enclosed), which was distributed earlier to the membership.

Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the Financial Report of November 2002—January 2003. Severally seconded. The motion was carried by a voice vote.

President’s Report:

The School Construction Authority: On February 10, 2003 we recently completed negotiations for a 1% equity fund for the School Construction Authority. The members of this agency will be getting their 1% increase, which is an actuarial equivalent increase of 0.9246%, across the board shortly. Later, at the lunchtime meeting, members at the Authority expressed their support for such a resolution.   

CUNY: A Labor-management meeting took place on March 5, 2003. We will be resolving the Equity Fund 1% contract shortly. It seems the amount of money we have ($76,000.00) can create only one step of $500.00 per year covering most of the members. However, one or two more sessions are needed before we can reach an agreement with the management. In any case it will be retroactive to September 30, 2002. Also, in a recent memo, Chancellor Mathew Goldstein has announced a CUNY-wide hiring freeze effective February 3, 2003.

Department of Finance: President Uddin had several meetings with management at the Department of Finance. Many important issues brought by the membership, including reorganization, the PASS System, and Health & Safety concerns were discussed. Issues that we are bringing to the management’s attention will remain as issues until they are resolved satisfactorily. Very soon we will be asking to have a meeting with the Commissioner. Please continue to stay in touch with the local regarding these issues. 
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Civil Service Examinations: The Associate Retirement Benefits Examiner, exam number 2504, will be held on June 28, 2003. The filing is from March 5, 2003—March 25, 2003.

The Worker’s Compensation Benefits Examiner, exam number 2508-promotional; and exam number 2036-open competitive, will be held on June 28, 2003. The filing will be from March 5, 2003—March 25, 2003.

For Exam Prep class and/or free test preparation materials please call Mr. Fred Lewis, DC 37 Education coordinator, at (212) 815-1672.

The Actuarial Specialist Exam, number 0030, has been extended to March 7, 2005.

The Associate Accountant Exam number 8507-promotional; and number 8013-open competitive have been extended to January 19, 2004.

Important Dates:

Collective Bargaining 3rd Session at DC 37: Tuesday, March 25, 2003.

AFSCME Lobby Day at Albany: April 1, 2003.

DC 37 Fight Back Demonstration in front of City Hall: Tuesday, April 29, 2003.

DC 37 Lobby Day at Albany: Tuesday, May 6, 2003.

Summer Camp Registration: There will be a Summer Camp Registration from April 7—April 24, 2003. The membership’s children and grand children are qualified for this camp. The Local will be bearing the cost making it free for the participating members. If you’re interested please call Barbara Kairson at (212) 815-1616.

Lunchtime Meetings:

Finance



March 13, 2003.

NYCERS



March 18, 2003.

Comptroller



March 19, 2003.

Housing Authority-250 Broadway 
March 24, 2003.

Law Department


March 26, 2003.

New Telephone Numbers:

Barbara Terrelonge’s new cell phone number is: (646) 250-4475.

President Uddin’s new cell phone number is: (917) 412-1660.
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Special Election:

AFSCME will be holding a special vice presidential election on May 10, 2003. We must elect three delegates and seven alternates for this election.

Brenda Bradford made a motion to make this election a walk-on election. Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Regarding this election a letter will be sent to the entire membership with a nomination format.

Black and Puerto Rican Caucus:  

The Black and Puerto Rican caucus was held in Albany, New York from February 14-16, 2003. Seven delegates from local 1407 participated in the caucus. President Uddin spoke at the workshop of Economic Development. He asked lawmakers to fight the Governor’s Budget in order to restore budget cuts and increase State aid to the City. 

Brenda Bradford made the following report: The African American Civil Service Association has 35,000 members and is based in New York. Some of the goals of the Federation are to assist in the elevation of Civil Service Employees in government, fight racial discrimination in all levels of government, and to provide a mentoring program for High School Youth.

There was a Gala Banquet held on February 15, 2003.  Comedian and Social Activist Dick Gregory was the keynote speaker.

Lillian Roberts was awarded the Pauline Cummings Award for her work in the labor movement and her humanitarian efforts.

Vice President Jed Matalon made the following report: 1. Workshop on Medical Insurance Cards: These cards give you discounts on drugs and medical services. These cards are issued by profit-making companies. Fees are charged on a monthly basis. Be very careful before you purchase one of these cards. They may be of no value to you if you already have health insurance.

For more information you can contact the Health Insurance Information Number at:

1-866-432-5849.

You can also contact the Attorney General’s Health Care Help Line at:

1-800-771-7755.
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2. Workshop on Identity Theft: Stealing one’s identity has become a very common crime. In order to prevent such a crime do not give out your Social Security Number unless you absolutely must. Also make sure that you cut up all your old credit cards before you discard them so that no one can obtain your credit card number and use it for fraudulent activities. If you suspect that you are the victim of identity theft notify your local police department, the Attorney General, and all the credit card companies that you are associated with.

President Uddin thanked all the participants and specially those who produced a report for the general membership.

Good and Welfare:

Former Executive Board member Nabil Mansour is seriously ill. The local sends its prayers and wishes for a speedy recovery to Mr. Mansour and his family. 

Local member (Department of Finance) Alan Kleisner’s father recently passed away.

Local member (Dept. of Finance) John Wang’s father also recently passed away.

Local 1407 sends its most sincere condolences to both members and their families.

Adjournment:

Franklin Taylor made a motion to adjourn. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 P.M.

Prepared by 

Orlana McKenzie, Secretary

Edited by 

Jed Matalon, Vice President

P.S.
VERY IMPORTANT – PLEASE NOTE:

Since the March 10, 2003 General Membership meeting it has come to the attention of Local 1407, from the DC 37 General Counsel’s Office, that a walk-on election is constitutionally invalid. Therefore the Local 1407 Election Committee will be sending to the membership a mail ballot after the conclusion of the April 9, 2003 nomination meeting.

