Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

May 13, 2002
Call to Order and Minutes:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:10 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official.

















Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting (April 8, 2002). Vijay Kohli seconded. The minutes were approved by a voice vote.














Monetary Items:





















The DC 37 Scholarship Awards Dinner Dance will be held on September 22, 2002.  Arlene Aikens made a motion to buy a table for $650.00. Severally seconded the motion. The motion was carried by a voice vote.






Election Committee Reports:








Joseph Brown, Election Committee Chairperson, gave the results as follows: 

Serge Pierre was elected without opposition as an Executive Board member of the Housing Authority. Jennifer White was elected without opposition as an Executive Board member of NYCERS.



















Results of Election for Delegate to DC 37:

















William Gunther
144







Jed Matalon  

254

(Elected)




Joseph Vicinanza  
205








Results of Election for Delegates to the International Convention:














Arlene Aikens  
374

(Elected)




Vijay Bhatia  

273

(Elected)




Brenda Bradford  
336

(Elected)




Melford C. Everett  
  67







Mitzie Finley  
322

(Elected)




Nader Francis  
129







Michelle Gaddy  
176







Anwar Ghali  

202







Michel Mossad  
147







Stanley Purdie  
100







Dellareese Skinner  
110







Sharon Steadman  
325

(Elected)




Joseph Vicinanza  
234
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Chairperson Brown said that no formal protests were received. Serge Pierre made a motion to accept the results of the election. Verena Richards seconded the motion. The following individuals made comments/remarks on the election results: Anwar Ghali, Michel Mossad, Mitzie Finley, Ken Bromberg, Franklin Taylor, Joseph Vicinanza, William Gunther, Kevin Vincent, and Hector Coto. Arlene Aikens made a motion to close the discussion. Severally Seconded. Motion approved. Chairperson Brown asked for a vote on the election results. The election results were approved by a voice vote. 

President Uddin said the election was done properly, fairly, and honestly. He thanked Joseph Brown for his excellent work as the Election Committee Chairperson. He also thanked the election committee members for their excellent work as well. Finally the President thanked every one for their participation.

Treasurer’s Report:









Raymond Sourial presented the financial statement for the months of January, February, and March of 2002. Ken Mercer said the financial statement committee met on May 1, 2002 and will discuss its recommendations later. Anwar Ghali made a motion to table the financial report. Michel Mossad seconded. Motion approved by a voice vote.

President’s Report:

Candidates Forum: On May 9, 2002 there was a Forum for the two Democratic Candidates for Governor of the State of New York—H. Carl McCall and Andrew Cuomo. President Uddin asked the question: According to a recent survey accountants and actuaries are listed as two of the top ten most demanded professions. The accountants and actuaries presently working for the City of New York are vastly underpaid. What efforts will you make to see that city accountants and actuaries achieve parity with their counterparts in the private sector? H. Carl McCall replied that he would do everything he could do to bring the salaries of Accountants and Actuaries up to parity with the private sector!

NYCTRS: There was a Labor Management meeting with Teachers Retirement System on April 9, 2002 regarding the lunchtime meeting. The agency wants to use a signature sheet to monitor the membership participation. The Local does not want to provide the listing to the management, if that is the case then, management will not allow their facilities to be used for the lunchtime meeting. The Union will explore other facilities to a have a lunchtime meeting and will not provide a signature sheet to the management.

NYCERS: A Labor Management meeting took place on May 1,2002. A pre submitted agenda was discussed. Both representatives (Executive Board Members) from NYCERS were present at the meeting.
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Comptroller’s Office: A lunchtime meeting was held on April 17, 2002. We will have a Labor Management meeting on June 4, 2002. An agenda has been set for that meeting. We will also meet with Comptroller Thompson on June 18, 2002.


Department of Finance: A Finance Department lunchtime meeting took place at 345 Adams Street on April 18, 2002 and at 25 Elm place on April 24, 2002. We will meet commissioner Martha Stark on June 6, 2002.

Public Hearing: There was a public hearing on civilianization. President Uddin gave testimony before the committee on Civil Service and Labor on April 19, 2002 on the issue describing how police officers are working as accountants, benefits examiners, and management auditors costing the city more money than local 1407 members.

Unit Bargaining: The Accounting and EDP bargaining unit met with the city on May 9, 2002. Due to the continued negotiations with the teachers and police the city could not provide cost estimates for different service increments viz., 3, 5, and 12 year steps. We also have requested cost estimates for the 15 year step. However, nothing has been finalized. The city promised to settle with us sooner rather than later.



Merger of Agencies: We will be discussing the merger of the Department of Health with the Department of Mental Health on May 15, 2002. There will be no change in benefits, or civil service provisions. Other related issues will also be discussed. 











Pension issues: On April 23, 2002 President Uddin went to Albany to discuss pension issues with state legislators. There is consideration to provide for a 25-55 plan for Tier III and Tier IV members as a regular plan. The Early Retirement Incentive program was also discussed. Also, May 7, 2002 was DC 37 Lobby Day in Albany. President Uddin, D. Skinner, J. Vicinanza, and B. Bradford attended.











DC’37 White Paper: On May 2, 2002 DC 37 submitted a white paper to City Hall in a news conference at the steps of City Hall showing how the City can save over 600 million dollars by cutting down on waste and eliminating privatization. President Uddin was among the participants as a contributor on the White Paper. The New York Times had an article on the May 3, 2002 issue regarding the White Paper.  



Important Dates:

There will be a lunchtime meeting at Hunter College on May 10, 2002
There will be a CUNY Labor Management meeting on May 15, 2002

There will be a Comptroller’s Office lunchtime meeting on May 16, 2002


There will be a HRA Employee Recognition Day on May 17, 2002, and a

Labor Management Meeting on May 20, 2002

Lunchtime meeting at 25 Elm place on May 21, 2002

There will be a Law Department lunchtime meeting on May 28, 2002
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Asian Heritage: DC 37 will be holding its Asian Heritage Celebration on May 29, 2002. President Uddin is the Chairperson. All are invited to attend.



Committee Reports: 

HRA Employee Recognition: Mitzie Finley made a committee report on The Employee Recognition Day for members of the Human Resources Administration. President Uddin will be speaking at the event.

DC 37 Professional Committee Conference: Vice President Jed Matalon made the following committee report on the DC’37 Professional Committee Conference. The DC’37 Professional Division had its annual conference at the Villa Roma Hotel on May 3 - 5, 2002 in Calicoon, New York. Those who attended were President Maf Misbah Uddin, Jed Matalon, Vijay Bhatia, Orlana McKenzie, and Jennifer White. A variety of topics dealing with Pensions, Poltitcal Activity, and Civil Service issues were discussed.






President Uddin was the moderator for one workshop with two segments. Here is the summary of the workshops.









A deferred compensation plan is a vehicle, which allows the employee to save money for his retirement. As you contribute money to the plan it reduces your taxable income. The money grows tax deferred until you retire. The two basic deferred compensation plans are the 401(k) and the 457. There are some differences between the 401(k) and 457 plans. The main difference is that with the 457 plan you have to be totally off the payroll to begin drawing your money.  There is no age limit as to when you can begin withdrawing your money. With the 401(k) plan you must wait until you are 59 and a half to begin drawing your money.  However you do not have to be off the city payroll. You can actually draw out money and still be employed in city service as long as you have reached the age of 59 and a half. If you have any questions or desire any materials in regards to the deferred compensation plans you can call the following telephone number: (212) 306-7660.






The second part of the workshop dealt with building a Personal Investment Plan.  Some of the most important points were: You will get the greatest return on your investment if you re-invest your interest and dividends over a prolonged period of time. Do not try to time the stock market.  Most people will fail to do it correctly. The earlier you begin a savings program the better you will do because of the effects of compound interest. The longer you stay invested the better you will do. Stay the Course. If you have a well managed fund you will do very well in the long run. Try to diversify your portfolio amongst small company stocks, large company stocks, government bonds, and treasury bonds. Don’t put all your eggs in one basket. If you want more information contact the DC’37 Professional Division at (212) 815-1040 and ask about participating in the Financial Information and Services Educational Program. At the end President Uddin thanked all the participants and speakers.
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Old / New Business: 

Arlene Aikens said that on May 8, 2002 the Law Department honored, Aisik Gelman for 25 years of service and Anntoliy Bangiyev and Stanley Quan Young were given an achievement award. Congratulations are in order for them. 










Yvonne Anderson attended a workshop at the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus in February. The topic of reparations was discussed. If anyone wants more information on this topic please contact State Assemblyman Roger L. Green.








Stanley Purdie of the Police Department has pointed out that over 50 positions in his Agency can be civilianized by replacing police officers with members of this local. President Uddin said such information has been used in preparing a White Paper that was discussed earlier.











Adjournment:

Fred Love made a motion to adjourn. Severally seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Prepared by

Orlana McKenzie, Secretary









Edited by











Jed Matalon, Vice President  

