Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

May 12, 2003
Call to Order and Approval of the Minutes:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:20 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official. Mr. Alan Brown of the DC 37 Legal Department was present as the Parliamentarian who will also oversee the local’s general election. 

Arlene Aikens made a motion to accept the General Membership Minutes of April 14, 2003. Brenda Bradford seconded the motion. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Vijay Kohli made a motion to accept the minutes of the Special General Membership Meeting held on April 30, 2003 and to approve the results of the International Convention delegates/alternates election held recently. Sharon Steadman seconded the motion. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Election Committee: The floor was then given to Joseph Brown, the Election Chair, to accept nominations for the Local 1407 General Election.

Mr. Brown introduced his election committee consisting of Robert Schwartz (co-chair), Evelyn Louis-Jacques, Neil Schlau, Vijay Kohli, Ira Elias, and Ramesh Zaveri. 
Nominations: 
President:

Joseph Vicinanza nominates himself.

Jed Matalon nominates Maf Misbah Uddin.

Jeanette Zindel nominates Yosri Aly.

Vice President:

Joseph Vicinanza nominates Fred Love.

David Low nominates Jed Matalon.

Secretary:

Jed Matalon nominates Orlana McKenzie

Joseph Vicinanza nominates Jeanette Zindel.

Treasurer:

Fred Love nominates Ken Mercer

Orlana McKenzie nominates Raymond Sourial
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Sergeant At Arms:

Fred Love nominates Mitzie Finley (Elected Unopposed)

Trustee:

Jed Matalon nominates Verena Richards

Maf Misbah Uddin nominates Aleksander Shoykhet

Arlene Aikens nominates William Andersen

Joseph Vicinanza nominates David Low. (David Low withdraws.)

Ken Mercer nominates Michelle Gaddy

Delegate to DC 37:

Joseph Vicinanza nominates Fred Love

Fred Love nominates Ken Mercer

Arlene Aikens nominates Brenda Bradford

Brenda Bradford nominates Arlene Aikens

Jed Matalon nominates Franklin Taylor

Franklin Taylor nominates Vijay Bhatia

David Low nominates Nader Francis

Jed Matalon nominates David Low

Delegate to Central Labor Council:

Stanley Purdie nominates Joseph Albert (Elected Unopposed)
Jed Matalon nominates Stanley Purdie (Elected Unopposed)
Mr. Brown then stated that the nominations for the local’s general election are now closed. He then said the American Arbitration Association (AAA) will mail and receive the ballots from their office and the counting will be held on June 20, 2003 at their Headquarters at 1633 Broadway. 
Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Raymond Sourial presented the Financial Report, copy enclosed, for March 2003 with year to date.

Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the financial report for March 2003. Stanley Purdie seconded the motion. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

President’s Report:
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Layoffs: President Uddin spoke about the layoff situation. Originally there were a total of 39 Local 1407 members scheduled to be laid off along with 1,613 DC 37 members. Due to President Uddin’s efforts and several meetings with the Office of Labor relations, that number has been reduced to 20. Thanks are due to council rep Barbara Terrelonge and the research and negotiations of DC 37. Among the remaining 20, 4 are civil servants; there jobs will also be saved. In the mean time DC 37 received another list of 3200 layoffs from the Department of Education of which 28 belongs to this local. This is due to the closing of School Districts under reorganization. We will be doing everything in order save their jobs. There will be a meeting with OLR on May 15, 2003 regarding these layoffs. 
School Construction Authority: We have resolved the 1% equity money for the School Construction Authority members. Members have received the actuarial equivalent of 1% which is a 0.9246% across the board increase. This way it benefited every one including those who were laid off. 
Transit Authority: The Authority agreed to pay 1% equity money in terms of the 3, 5, and 12 year service increment/longevity differential similar to that of the citywide agreement. Members will be receiving their respective amounts in this pay check.

CUNY 1%: Our members at CUNY have not yet obtained their 1% equity increase. Discussions continue as to how to resolve the situation in creating the first ever service increment for our members. We hope to resolve it shortly.
PERB Hearing: As you know nearly two years ago a case was brought with the Public Employment Relations Board to bring the title of Worker’s Compensation Benefits Examiner for the Transit Authority to Local 1407. After several hearings a judgment will be rendered shortly.

Department of Finance: The Department of Finance will be closing their satellite offices at Chicago and Los Angeles. Regarding this the local has taken every step including bringing the issue to the media’s attention, news conferences, and appearing in the finance committee of City council. Regarding various other issues at the department we have consulted with outside attorneys. Please call the union at (212) 815-1933 if you are an employee with the Department of Finance who is encountering a problem at the Agency.

AFSCME IVP: On Saturday, May 10, 2003 the AFSCME International Convention was held here at DC 37 Headquarters and elected Eddie Rodriguez, President of Local 1549, as an International Vice President. Mr. Rodriguez was supported by Local 1407.

Summer Camp Registration: 8 of our member’s children or grandchildren registered for the summer camp organized by the union. If you have any questions please contact DC 37 at (212) 815-1933.
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Senate Bill S-4834: There is a bill in the State Senate that will deal with the oversight of the Accounting Industry within New York State. Local 1407 will have a committee to study this bill to see whether this bill will have an impact on our members. The committee will consist of the following individuals: Maf Misbah Uddin, Jed Matalon, Theresa Roth, Joseph Vicinanza, David Louis, Yosri Aly, Ken Mercer, Vijay Kohli, and Raymond Sourial.

Those who rose and asked questions were Kevin Vnicent, Joseph Vicinanza, and Vijay Bhatia.

Committee Reports: 

Vice President Jed Matalon delivered the following Albany Lobby day report:

DC 37 held its annual Lobby Day on May 6, 2003. Local 1407 was well represented by the following individuals: Maf Misbah Uddin, Jed Matalon, Serge Pierre, Arlene Aikens, Earl Harewood, Orlana McKenzie, Brenda Bradford, Ken Bromberg, Daryl Coleman, Lecity Omagbon, Roydelle Howe, Paul Daniels, and Dellareese Skinner. Over 900 union activists implored their State Legislators to help prevent any additional layoffs of union members. All agreed that the May 6, 2003 Lobby Day was a success. If you want to know the name of your City Council Representative or the State Legislator who represents your district please call the DC 37 Political Action Department at (212) 815-1550.

Good and Welfare: 

President Uddin also stated that the Jewish Heritage Celebration will take place on May 20, 2003. 

President Uddin stated that the Asian Heritage Celebration will take place on Wednesday, June 25, 2003. All members are welcome to attend both events. 
Adjournment:
Franklin Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Neil Schlau seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 P.M.
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Orlana McKenzie, Secretary

Edited by 
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