Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

November 21, 2002
Call to Order: President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:25 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official.

Approval of the Minutes: Enrique Oppenheimer made a motion to accept the General Membership minutes of October 21, 2002.  Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote.
Local 1407 Secretary, Orlana McKenzie, read the Executive Board Minutes of November 4, 2002 to the General Membership.

Serge Pierre made a motion to accept the Executive Board Minutes of November 4, 2002. Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

President’s Report: 

Layoff Situation: As you may know, October 31, 2002 Mayor Bloomberg and Chancellor Klein merged the School Construction Authority and Division of School Facilities requiring a 50% headcount reduction. Immediately after the announcement I met with Lillian Roberts, DC 37 Executive Director, who met with Chancellor Klein on the same evening and expressed our concerns. 

In the mean time the Department of Education wanted to layoff all provisional people in order to come up with the reduction proposed by the Mayors’ modified Budget. We immediately contacted the Office of Labor Relations (OLR) and began negotiations in order to stop the layoffs. 

OLR proposed a severance consisting of $2000 for less than one year of service and $4000 for more than one year of service with 3 months of Health Insurance coverage. We counter proposed with $4000 for less than one year of service and $6000 for more than one year of service with 6 months insurance coverage. The City walked out without any resolution of the issue as of yesterday.

In the mean time the Department of Education provided a list of people to be laid off as of January 2, 2003. We are now working diligently to see if we can come up with alternatives to layoffs, or at the very least, reduce the number of people to be laid off with severance.

AFSCME Audit: The American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), our parent organization has conducted an audit of local books on November 13, 14, and 15. The audit covered the period from May 2000 to October 31, 2002. The initial report from the auditors indicates all finances and books are in excellent shape and are in conformity with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles. However, we are waiting for a final report from AFSCME.
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Independent CPA Firm: The committee to select an outside Independent CPA Firm will meet in December and committee members will be contacted accordingly. The CPA Firm, if engaged, will be working in conjunction with the trustees as they are the constitutional auditors of the local until such time we amend the constitution.    

Adjournment:

Nader Francis made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Severally seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 P.M.

The First Annual Local 1407 Retirement Party then commenced.

The Mistress of Ceremonies was Orlana McKenzie. She presented President Uddin to give the opening remarks. President Uddin congratulated the retirees for their contribution to the union and to the city. Every one of this local will retire one day, if we show respect to those who retired before us only then can we get respect when we retire, said the President. Giving respect to the retired members was an idea that was preserved in our hearts, he added. He concluded by thanking the retirees, guests and members for coming, the committee members for arranging, and the executive board members for authorizing such an event. 

Ms. Moira Dolan, of the DC 37 Research and Negotiations, spoke words of praise to the retirees. She also requested everyone to volunteer in the DC 37 Earned Income Credit program in the up coming tax season. 

Mr. Stuart Leibowitz, the President of the DC 37 Retirees’ Chapter, urged the retried members to join the retirees’ division and stay active in the union movement. He explained how members of the retirees’ chapter got active in the political arena and achieved COLA and Medicaid Part B reimbursement. He requested all retirees to stay active in the union.

Jed Matalon, Vice President of Local 1407, made closing remarks thanking President Uddin and the local’s retirement committee for all their hard work in putting the party together.

A delicious meal featuring regular, Kosher, and Indian food was served to all the attendees. Then all the retirees were mentioned by name and given a beautiful Local 1407 tote bag and a pen as a gift.

All agreed that the First Annual Local 1407 Retirement Party was a great success.
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Annual Thanksgiving Raffle: Treasurer, Raymond Sourial, conducted our Annual Thanksgiving Raffle. Twenty-dollar cash prizes were handed out to the following twenty winners: Carmelita Williams, Walter Higgins, Robert Schwartz, Evelyn Louis-Jacques, George Chang, Anita Diaz, Joseph Vicinanza, Franklin Taylor, Enrique Oppenheimer, Roydell Howe, Dellareese Skinner, Margaret Mui, Faruk Khalil, Judith Camerada, Verena Richards, Nadia Sourial, Leslie Fernelis, David M. Low, Neil Steinhauer, and Denise Thrope-Clarett.
The party ended at approximately 9:00 P.M.
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