Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting

November 10, 2003
Call to Order and Approval of the Minutes:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:25 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official. 

The Minutes of the Local 1407 General Membership Meeting of October 20, 2003 were distributed. 
Vijay Kohli made a motion to accept the minutes of October 20, 2003. Severally seconded. The motion is approved by a voice vote.

President Uddin then handed over the floor to the Election Committee Chair Joseph Brown to conduct the Nominations for the Local 1407 Executive Board election.
Election Committee: 
Mr. Brown opened the meeting up for nominations for the position of Executive Board Member of Local 1407 at the various Agencies.

Housing Preservation Development: (1 - Position)

Enrique Oppenheimer was nominated by Trevor Taylor
No other nominations were filed. Mr. Oppenheimer accepted the nomination and was duly elected.
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: (1 – Position)

Franklin Taylor was nominated by Jed Matalon
No other nominations were filed. Mr. Taylor accepted the nomination and was duly elected.

Finance Administration: (3 – Positions)

Sharon Steadman was nominated by Vijay Bhatia


Jeannette Zindel and Yosry Aly  were nominated by Joseph Vicinanza


Steven Singer was nominated by Orlana McKenzie


Joseph Albert was nominated by Walter Higgins


Ira Elias was nominated by Frederick Love

Housing Authority: (1 – Position)

Ruby Francis was nominated by Joseph Vicinanza

Serge Pierre nominated himself
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Department of Education: (1 – Position)

Nancy Montero was nominated by Joseph Vicinanza

No other nominations were filed. Ms. Montero accepted the nomination and was duly elected.

Health and Hospital Corporation: (1- Position)

Virginia Crusado was nominated by Pappan Srinivasan

No other nominations were filed. Ms. Crusado was duly elected subject to her acceptance of the nomination.

Agency-at-Large: (3 – Positions)

Vijay Kohli was nominated by Vijay Bhatia


David M. Low was nominated by Jed Matalon


Joseph Vicinanza was nominated by Frederick Love 


Kevin Vincent was nominated by Walter Higgins


Gregory Maynard was nominated by Jed Matalon


Ronald Germain was nominated by Albert Smith

CUNY: (2– Positions)


Frederick Love was nominated by Joseph Vicinanza


Vijay Bhatia and Jennifer Sagnelli were nominated by Jed Matalon

NYCERS: (2 – Positions)


Michelle Gaddy was nominated by Joseph Vicinanza


Jennifer White was nominated by Orlana McKenzie


Michael Sangalana was nominated by Serge Pierre

Office of the Comptroller: (2 – Positions)

Kenneth Mercer and Denise Thorpe-Clarrett were nominated by Joseph Vicinanza

Yudelka Tapia was nominated by Enrique Oppenheimer

Paul Cox was nominated by Fanklin Taylor

Law Department: (1 – Position)


Earl Harewood was nominated by Arlene Aikens

No other nominations were filed. Mr. Harewood accepted the nomination and was duly elected.

Teachers’ Retirement System: (1 – Position)


Theresa Roth was nominated Michael Pascucci 

No other nominations were filed. Mr. Harewood accepted the nomination and was duly elected.
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Police Department: (1 – Position)


Stanley Purdie was nominated by Joseph Vicinanza


Myrna Block was nominated by Brenda Bradford

Administration of Childrens’ Services: (1 – Position)


Roydel Howe was nominated by Herman Margulies

No other nominations were filed. Mr. Harewood accepted the nomination and was duly elected.

Department of Social Services (HRA): (1 – Position)

Suet Mei Yong was nominated by Jed Matalon

Michel Mossad was nominated by Joseph Vicinanza

Mr. Brown declared that the nomination for the Executive Board Election is now closed. He also said if you have not received a ballot you may call (212) 361-7449 or fax (212) 815-1407 your mailing address for a ballot. He then relinquished the floor to President Uddin.

Treasurer’s Report:

Raymond Sourial, the Treasurer of Local 1407, delivered the Financial Report for September 2003.

Vijay Bhatia made a motion to accept the Financial report for September 2003. Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

President’s Report: 
CPA Selection Committee: President Uddin stated that the Executive Board has decided to recommend, based on the recommendation of CPA Selection Committee (Committee Report enclosed), the CPA firm of Watson and Rice to the General Membership to perform the audit of Local 1407’s books for Fiscal Year 2003-2004.

Enrique Oppenheimer made a motion to have the CPA firm of Watson and Rice do the audit of Local 1407’s books for Fiscal Year 2004 at the cost of $8,000.00 plus expenses. Seconded by Franklin Taylor. The motion was accepted by a voice vote.

The Local 1407 trustees will continue to be involved in the audit of Local 1407’s books.

October 29 Rally: President Uddin thanked the members of Local 1407 for their excellent participation in the rally for a Fair Contract Now which took place on October 29, 2003. President Uddin also spoke at the rally along with other speakers.
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Collective Bargaining: We have had bargaining sessions on October 22 and October 28, 2003. There has been some movement by both sides. President Uddin said that we will not accept a zero for a raise and we will not have any givebacks.

November Election:  President Uddin congratulates all the union members for defeating propositions 3, 4, and 5. This was definitely a strong victory for the union and especially for DC 37. All of our endorsed candidates won their respective elections.
Questions and comments were made by: Franklin Taylor, Herman Margulies, Vijay Bhatia, and Roydel Howe. 

Franklin Taylor stated that we must look into the Taylor Law and that it must be reformed. As it stands now the Taylor Law tremendously weakens the union’s ability to negotiate a good contract. President Uddin strongly agreed that reform is needed and that the union is trying to produce such a reform of the Taylor Law in Albany through the New York State AFL-CIO.

Herman Margulies stated that DC 37 should hire a strong Public Relations Firm to have more media coverage for events like the 11/29 Rally. President Uddin said that the rally was advertised by almost every media outlet but unfortunately all the media did not cover the Rally itself. As you may know, the media is always against unions and they think we are getting paid too much! However, I will relate this idea to the Executive Office.
Old Business:

Mitzie Finley said that if anyone wanted to join the Food Committee for the December 8, 2003 Holiday Party to please let her know.

New Business:

Vijay Bhatia made a motion that the Local should spend $500.00 for the Thanksgiving Raffle. There was no second to the motion. Brenda Bradford stated that the motion should be tabled. However since the motion was never seconded it was not a proper motion to begin with. The motion does not need to be tabled. Vijay Bhatia withdrew the motion. However, this issue will be discussed in the context of future Thanksgiving Raffles.
Local 1407 member Yosri Aly is not feeling well. President Uddin and the entire Local wishes Mr. Aly a speedy recovery.
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Adjournment:

Franklin Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 P.M.

Thanksgiving Raffle: At the conclusion of the meeting Local 1407 held its annual drawing for a Thanksgiving Day Turkey for the members. 21 prizes of $20.00 per person were given out by Treasurer Raymond Sourial. The winners of the drawing are as follows:

1.Vijay Kohli, 2. Michael Pascucci, 3. Yue Wei Yang, 4. Franklin Taylor, 5. Nancy Montero, 6. Arlene Aikens, 7. Rascik Panchal, 8. Jennifer White, 9. Frederick Love, 10. Felicia Cotton-Jackson, 11. Neil Schlau, 12. Michelle Gaddy, 13. David Low, 14. Enrique Oppenheimer, 15. Brenda Bradford, 16. Maf Misbah Uddin—President Uddin stated that he would donate his prize to Mr. Yosry Aly who is recovering at home. 17. Theresa Roth, 18. Steven Singer, 19. Sharon Steadman, 20. Evelyn Louis-Jacques, and 21. Mitzie Finley

The drawing has been concluded.

Prepared by 
Orlana McKenzie, Secretary

Edited by
Jed Matalon, Vice President

Civil Service Exam Prep Class:
The classes for the Associate Bookkeepers exam (Promotion Exam #3510) consist of eight sessions taking place every Tuesday & Thursday in January 2004 starting Tuesday, January 6, 2003 from 6:00-8:00 P.M. at the School for the Future, Lexington Avenue & 22nd Street – 2nd Floor Auditorium. The Exam will be held on January 31, 2004.
If you are interested in participating in these classes please contact Fred Lewis, Coordinator of DC 37 Education Fund, at (212) 815-1672. 
Good luck!
