Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

October 21, 2002
Call to Order and Minutes:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:40 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official. 

Kevin Vincent made a motion to accept the minutes of September 9, 2002.  Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Monetary Items:

Local 768 is holding a Scholarship Dinner Dance on October 26, 2002 at Ricardo’s Restaurant. Arlene Aikens made a motion to buy a table at a cost of $650.00. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.
November is Civil Service Month. During this month most unions participate in publishing a congratulatory ad in the Chief-Leader. Local 1407 has participated for the last two years. In order to continue this practice we will entertain a motion. Joseph Brown made a motion for Local 1407 to place an ad (quarter page) yearly in the Chief during the Civil Service Celebration month, which is November, for $900.00. Severally seconded.  The motion was passed by a voice vote.
The Department of Finance will be holding a “Twas the Night” - Dinner Dance on December 9, 2002 at the Marriot Hotel. Arlene Aikens made a motion to buy a table at the Department of Finance Dinner Dance for $750.00. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

The Labor Research Association will be honoring Lillian Roberts, the Executive Director of DC 37, on Nov. 21, 2002. And the Hispanic Labor Committee will also honor her on December 21, 2002. Vijay Bhatia made a motion to spend a total of $1,000.00 to take out local ads in the magazines of both organizations that are honoring Ms. Roberts.  Severally seconded.  The motion was passed by a voice vote.
Treasurer’s Report:

Raymond Sourial distributed the financial report for the month of July and year to date of the current fiscal year.

Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the July 2002 Financial Report. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.
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President’s Report:

NY State Assembly: President Uddin introduced Yudelka Tapia, a local member (Comptrollers’ Office), who ran for a seat in the State Assembly in the Bronx. She gave a good fight receiving 31% of the vote in a three way race. Local 1407 is very proud of her. Ms. Tapia thanked the members and the President for their support.

Carl McCall for Governor: President Uddin spoke on behalf of Carl McCall and urged the members to support him. If Carl McCall wins working families win, and union members win! Remember, when you vote, try to see the candidate(s) in your area and tell the politician(s) that you’re a member of Local 1407, District Council 37.

Transit Authority: The working conditions contract for the Transit Authority has been completed. For the first time we achieved the due process rights for the Transit Authority employees after one year of service in provisional titles. In other city agencies we have due process rights after two years of service.

There are some titles in the Transit Authority that should be represented by Local 1407. We have taken the Transit Authority to court on this matter. Regarding this President Uddin went to a PERB hearing on October 9, 2002.

Collective Bargaining: The City-wide collective bargaining process has begun with in DC 37. As you know, during the summer months the local conducted a survey and, after analysis, prepared 22 demands. The collective bargaining committee of DC 37 has met on October 17, 2002 and has discussed the process that will be followed during the negotiations.

Fallen Heroes Fund: As we reported in our previous minutes Local 1407 has donated its “9/11 WTC Disaster Fund”, an amount of $5000.00, to the “DC 37 Fallen Heroes Fund”. If you know, any Local 1407 members who have gotten sick from the “9/11” tragedy and are under medical treatment please let us know. Soon we will be distributing the fund money to the victims. 

Associate Retirement Benefits Examiner: Filing for the exam Promotion to Associate Retirement Benefits Examiner is from November 6-26, 2002. The test date has been postponed due to our request on the basis of an Assistant RBE’s list just certified. A new date will be announced later. As soon as we have a test date, we will arrange the test prep class and give free materials to help the members pass the test!

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: Due to the merger members were transfered between locations. We did a walk-through of buildings at 93 & 125 Worth Street and at 253 Broadway on October 15, 2002. The Local may file a grievance based on what we saw.
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CUNY: The CUNY working conditions contract was completed on October 16, 2002. The management has requested the City to provide them with the correct 1% amount and is waiting for an answer. As soon as CUNY receives the correct amount we will be able to resolve the 1% raise for our members. CUNY members can now use one day of their sick leave to take care of family members. 

President Uddin has appointed Fred Love, Executive Board Member, to the CUNY negotiations committee.

School Construction Authority: We received a 1% equity fund calculation from the Authority. Research & Negotiations are now verifying the figures. We hope to resolve this part of the negotiations soon.

DCAS: We had a meeting with DCAS Commissioner Martha Hirst on October 15, 2002 regarding the reclassifications / broad banding of titles, and to discuss the conditions of their leased buildings like 25 Elm Place and 1 Center Street. She is also well aware of the problems the union brought to the respective managements attention and wants to have a mutual relationship with the union. 

DC 37 Housing Committee: The DC 37 Housing Committee can help you in buying your dream house. Dellareese Skinner has been recommended as a member of this committee. Interested members should contact the Affordable Mortgage Program of the DC 37 Housing Committee at (212) 815-1814.

Retirement Party: As you may know there will be a local retirement party on November 21, 2002. So far 17 people have informed us of their attendance by returning their form to the local. Also the following members have invited the local to their individual retirement parties organized by their respective agencies. The local was happy to participate.



Sobhy Fam (Department of Finance) – September 20, 2002



Fouad Guirgis (HRA) – September 23, 2002



Richard Gudanek & Harris Schwartz – September 26, 2002



Claude Ashby (Comptrollers’ Office) – September 26, 2002



Nabil Iskander (Department of Finance) – October 4, 2002

Please inform any recent Local 1407 retirees that you may know of the upcoming local party and provide the names of the retirees to the local office. We are expecting that Comptroller Bill Thompson will be one of the guest speakers. And DC 37 Retirees Chapter President Stuart Leibowitz will provide important information to the retirees.
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Committee Reports:

Joseph Vicinanza made a brief report on behalf of the Italian Heritage Committee. Italian Heritage was celebrated on Saturday, October 19, 2002. President Uddin and others participated in the celebration. Everyone had a great time.

Vice President Jed Matalon made the following reports:

DC 37 held its Annual Scholarship Awards dinner at Terrace on the Park in Flushing Meadows, Queens on September 22, 2002. We congratulate Brenza Bradford and Karen Gonesh for winning DC 37 Scholarships. Local 1407 will match the amounts that DC 37 has awarded. We wish Brenza and Karen much success in their future endeavors.

On September 19, 2002 DC 37 held an Information Seminar. The seminar dealt with a variety of programs that could benefit city employees by using pre-tax dollars deducted from their paycheck. The programs are:

The New York City Deferred Compensation Plan: Deferred Compensation Plan offers City employees an easy way to save for their retirement while providing immediate tax advantages. Through convenient payroll deductions employees can save regularly with before tax dollars while deferring federal, state, and local income taxes. For more information call: (212) 306-7660 or go online at NYC.GOV/deferredcomp

The Health Care Flexible Spending Account: The Health Care Flexible Spending Account Program is a way to pay for eligible medical expenses not covered by insurance with before-tax dollars.  Employees can enroll during the open enrollment period which generally runs from September through November. For more information call: (212) 306-7660.

The Transit Benefit Program: You can save at least $200.00 per year by enrolling in the City of New York’s Transit Benefit Program.  Simply pay for your commute with your pre-tax salary and you’ll receive the new Premium Transit check Metro card which gives you unlimited rides on N.Y. City subways and buses 24 hours a day for an entire year. For more information call: (212) 669-8555 or go online at www.NYC.gov/payroll.

New York’s College Savings Program: You can now open a college savings program account for a student.  New York taxpayers can receive a New York State income tax deduction for contributions of up to $5,000.00 annually if you’re single and $10,000.00 for married couples filing jointly. For more information you can call 1-877-NYSAVES or go online at www.nysaves.org. Local 1407 members are strongly urged to look into the above programs. 
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Election Committee:

Joseph Brown, the Chairman of the election committee, announced that we will have a ratification of the Transit Authority Working Conditions contract. The results will be announced at the November meeting.

Good and Welfare:

Hamid Elhifnawi, an Associate Accountant from the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, recently won an award from the City’s Procurement Policy Board for having the best record in paying outstanding bills in the entire City of New York. We congratulate Brother Elhifnawi on this outstanding achievement.

Dwayne Crawford, of Local 1407 (Department of Education) was on duty at Ground Zero from 9/11 to 9/25/01.  Br. Crawford is a member of the New York State National Guard – 342nd Forward Support Battalion, Co. 

Yosri Aly (Department of Finance), also worked at the Office of Emergency Management from 9/11 and was then assigned to Pier 94 at the Family Crisis Center. 

We extend our strong congratulations to both members for their outstanding efforts. Also, we ask others to come forward with the their story of heroism, during the 9/11 crisis.

Adjournments: 

Franklin Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Prepared By-

Orlana McKenzie, Secretary

Edited By – 

Jed Matalon, Vice-President

