Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

October 20, 2003
Call to Order and Guest Speaker:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:10 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official. Mr. Alan Brown of the DC 37 Legal Department was present as the Parliamentarian. 

We originally invited the Honorable Leroy Comrey, Chief Whip of the City Council to be our guest speaker. Unfortunately, the Council member had to appear in his district due to an emergency situation. However, Council members Robert Jackson and Dominick Reccia were present with Lillian Roberts our Executive Director.

Lillian Roberts, the Executive Director of DC 37, spoke to the membership. She urged everyone to attend the Rally on October 29, 2003. We want a fair contract and we want it now. She stated that we have a great President in Maf Misbah Uddin.

Robert Jackson, City Councilman from Manhattan, spoke to the membership. Mr. Jackson is a strong supporter of Local 1407. The councilman discussed the proposals that will be on the ballot on November 4, 2003. He strongly urges the membership to vote in the following fashion:

Vote Yes on Propositions 1, and 2

Vote No on Propositions 3, 4, and 5

Dominick Reccia, City Councilman from Brooklyn, spoke to the membership. Mr. Reccia is strongly pro-union.  He always votes in favor of union issues. He also spoke strongly against layoffs.

Oscar Alvarado, the Assistant Director of the DC 37 Political Action Committee, spoke to the membership. He asked the members to volunteer for Election Day duties to help DC 37 achieve its political agenda. Mr. Alvarado also urged the members to join the PEOPLE committee. If you are interested in either volunteering for Election Day or joining the PEOPLE committee please call the Political Action Committee at (212) 815-1550. You will be given a Tee Shirt, a hat, and lunch money for 4 hrs of campaign work! 

All three guest speakers received a strong ovation from the Local 1407 audience.

President Uddin requested everyone to vote on November 4, 2003. Please try to meet your own council member. If you want to find out who your City Council member is please call, the DC 37 Political Action Committee at (212) 815-1550.
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Approval of the Minutes:

Herman Margulies made a motion to accept the minutes of September 8, 2003. Severally seconded. Ken Mercer said his name was singled out among those who voted for the CPA firm, and would like to see that it be changed to “the committee voted”. President Uddin said that this correction will be reflected in the minutes. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Monetary Items:

Kevin Vincent made a motion to spend $5,000.00 for the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus to be held on February 13-15, 2004 in Albany, New York. Brenda Bradford seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Ruby Francis made a motion to spend $2,500.00 for the AFSCME Women’s Conference to be held on November 20-23, 2003 in Boston Massachusetts. Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

Jed Matalon made a motion to spend $600.00 for the Council of Jewish Organizations Annual Breakfast to be held on November 9, 2003 at DC 37 Headquarters. Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote.

President’s Report:

CBTU: The Council of Black Trade Unionists will be holding their first Halloween Party at DC 37 Headquarters on October 31, 2003. Call Local 1407 at (212) 815-1933 if you are interested in obtaining a ticket, a $10.00 value, paid for by the Local.

Lunchtime Meeting: President Uddin strongly urges all members to attend the lunchtime meetings held at their respective Agencies. In recent weeks he has joined the membership at the following agencies: NYCERS, Law Department, Housing Authority, Department of Education, HPD, Bellevue and Kings County Hospitals, ACS, Police Pension Fund, Comptroller, School Construction Authority, and Department of Design & Construction.
Lunchtime Meetings will be held on the following dates:

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: October 22, 2003.

Department of Aging and Payroll Administration: October 23, 2003.

DCAS: October 28, 2003.

HRA: October 30, 2003.
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Department of Education: There will be a Labor Management Meeting with the Department of Education on October 30, 2003 at 2:00 PM. Laid off members being hired as temps, Clerical Administrative Employees are doing the Bookkeeping job, and the status of the Bookkeeper list are among the issues that will be discussed. 
Roberts Vs. City: In response to the City’s cross motion, the union replied in the case of the termination of provisional employees on eligible Civil Service lists at the Department of Education. The union originally filed a motion in December 2002.
DC 37 Election Committee: Joseph Brown our own Election committee Chairman has been selected to be part of the DC 37 Election Committee. We congratulate Mr. Brown on this accomplishment.

Important Dates: 

A Forum celebrating Civil Service Day will be held at DC 37 Headquarters on October 23, 2003.

The Coalition for Public Education will hold a meeting on October 28, 2003.

The Rally for a fair contract will be held on October 29, 2003. President Uddin urged everyone to attend. The City wants give backs. We must fight back. Feel free to bring your friends and family members.

The DC 37 Asian Heritage Committee will be celebrating “Diwali” on October 30, 2003. All are welcome to attend.

The DC 37 Holiday Giving Program for 2003 – will take place on Wednesday, December 10, 2003

Employee Recognition Day:

NYCERS on Wednesday, October 29, 2003

Department of Education on Thursday, October 30, 2003

HPD on Wednesday, November 12, 2003
Housing Authority on Friday, November 14, 2003

Local 1407 holiday Party: Local 1407 will hold its annual Holiday Party on December 8, 2003 at DC 37 Headquarters, Rooms 1-4.

Questions and comments were made by Kevin Vincent and Herman Margulies.
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Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Raymond Sourial delivered the Income and Expense Report for Local 1407 for August, 2003.

Vijay Kohli made a motion to accept the Income and Expense for Local 1407 for August, 2003. Severally seconded. The motion was approved by a voice vote.
Committee Reports:
Election Committee Report: Local 1407 Election Chairperson Joseph Brown spoke to the membership. He stated that there will be an election for the Local 1407 Executive Board. The nomination notice will be sent to the membership by mail. 

The following positions are up for election:

CUNY: 2 positions

NYCERS: 2 positions.

Comptroller’s Office: 2 positions.

Law Dept: 1 position.

Teacher’s Retirement: 1 position.

Department of Social Services: 1 position.

HPD: 1 position.

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: 1 position.

Department of Finance: 3 positions.

Housing Authority: 1 position
Department of Education: 1 position.

HHC: 1 position.

Agencies at Large: 3 positions.

Ken Bromberg submitted the following committee report which was read by Vice President Jed Matalon: 

On September 23, 2003 HRA held a successful Health Fair for its members. 425 members attended and 234 questionnaires were completed. The following is a summary of the most important findings of the survey:

Reasons for attending the Health Fair: 161 were curious about their health; 91 for the sake of convenience; 72 because they would attend anything that’s free.

Most interesting exhibit: 103 said it was the hypertension testing; 78 said it was the cancer prevention exhibit; 38 said it was information given on asthma.

Rating of Health Fair: 71 said it was excellent; 128 said it was good; 26 said it was fair. Most common complaint: Failure to provide information on podiatry.

Minutes of General Membership Meeting of October 20, 2003 – Page 5
Vice President Jed Matalon submitted the following report:
On October 16, 2003 the Local 1407 CPA firm selection Committee met. Those in attendance were Maf Misbah Uddin, Jed Matalon, Raymond Sourial, Orlana McKenzie, Enrique Oppenheimer, Joseph Vicinanza, David Low, Joseph Brown, Nader Francis, Vijay Kohli, Vijay Bhatia, and Ken Mercer.

Two CPA firms made presentations. The first was Watson and Rice. The second was Armao, Costa, and Ricciardi. Representatives from both firms fielded questions from the committee. After a brief period of deliberation the committee members voted.

Five members voted for Watson and Rice; three members voted for Armao, Costa, and Ricciardi; two members voted for Marin and Montayne (a CPA firm which made a presentation at an earlier date.) President Maf Misbah Uddin and Treasurer Raymond Sourial abstained from the vote.

The CPA firm of Watson and Rice won the vote.

David Low made a motion to recommend the CPA firm of Watson and Rice to the Executive Board to do the audit of Local 1407’s books for the Fiscal Year 2003-2004. Nader Francis seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote.
New Business:

Vijay Bhatia asked where is the 1 percent increase for the CUNY members. President Uddin said that as soon as the City agrees with CUNY’s calculation the 1 percent increase will be forthcoming. 
Adjournment:

Franklin Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Enrique Oppenheimer seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 P.M. 

Prepared by 

Orlana McKenzie, Secretary

Edited by 

Jed Matalon, Vice President
