Minutes of Local 1407

General Membership Meeting 

September 8, 2003
Call to Order and Guest Speaker:

President Uddin commenced the meeting at 6:30 P.M. A quorum is present. This meeting is official. Mr. Alan Brown of the DC 37 Legal Department was present as the Parliamentarian. 

President Uddin introduced Lillian Roberts, our Executive Director, to the membership. Ms. Roberts then stated that President Uddin would be on her slate as the candidate for Treasurer of DC 37. Ms. Roberts briefly stated her accomplishments as Executive Director. She then told the audience that September 15, 2003 is the next bargaining session with the City. She also asked that we all participate in the next rally for a good contract that will be held on Oct. 29, 2003.

Vijay Kohli made a motion that Local 1407 support Lillian Roberts to continue contract negotiations with the city and for her reelection as the Executive Director of DC 37. Severally seconded the motion. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Lillian Roberts left the room to a standing ovation.

Approval of the Minutes:

Enrique Oppenheimer made a motion to accept the General Membership Minutes of June 23, 2003. Brenda Bradford seconded the motion. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Election Committee Report:
President Uddin then called Joseph Brown, election chair, to the podium. Mr. Brown stated that a protest was filed against the Local 1407 June 2003 election results. According to the election manual you have ten days from the date of the election to file a protest. This protest was filed on July 8, 2003. This passed the ten day deadline. Therefore the protest is denied. The details are enclosed.
Earl Harewood made a motion to accept the report of the Election Chair. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Raymond Sourial distributed the financial report for May, June, and July of 2003.

Franklin Taylor made a motion to accept the Local 1407 financial report for May, June, and July of 2003. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.
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Monetary Items:

David Low made a motion to purchase 10 tickets amounting to $650.00 for the Italian Heritage Celebration sponsored by the DC 37 Italian Heritage Committee to be held on October 18, 2003. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

Vijay Kohli made a motion to purchase a table for $1,000.00 at Terrace on the Park for the DC 37Education Committee Dinner Dance, to provide funding for Scholarships to the children and grandchildren of DC 37 members, to be held on September 21, 2003. Severally seconded. The motion was passed by a voice vote.

President’s Report:

Immigration Reform and Labor Rights: There will be a Forum on “Immigration Reform and Labor Rights” to be held at DC 37 headquarters at 6:00P.M. on September 24, 2003. And there will be an “Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride” on Saturday, October 4, 2003 from 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at the Flushing Meadow Park, Queens. Everyone is requested to attend both the events. 
AFSCME Family Scholarship: The AFSCME Family Scholarship is available to all Local 1407 members’ children and grandchildren. The application should be post marked by December 31, 2003. For more information please visit www.AFSCME.com.

Civil Service Exam: Promotion to Associate Bookkeeper: Filing will be from October 1- 21, 2003. The Exam will be held on January 31, 2004. A test preparation course and materials will be given for the examination. For more information please call DC 37 Education Fund Coordinator Mr. Fred Louis at (212) 815-1672.

The list for Bookkeeper - Examination Number – 1016, which was supposed to expire on July 31, 2003 has been extended to July 31, 2006 at our request.

CUNY: There will be a Labor Management Meeting on Wednesday, September 24, 2003 at 10 A.M. 

The Transit Bill has been signed by the Governor and we are waiting for CUNY to implement it so that our members can get the benefit of the Bill. 

The 1% Equity panel money is being sent to the City for their approval since they are responsible for the costs related to Community Colleges.
We are now compiling demands for the next CUNY contract. If you have any ideas for contract demands please contact the union at (212) 815-1933 or fax it to (212) 815-1407.

Municipal Labor Committee: The Municipal Labor Committee will be meeting on September 9, 2003 and their conference will be held on September 17-19 at Melville, Long Island, New York.
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Citywide Collective Bargaining: We will have our next bargaining session with the City on September 15, 2003. As you may recall at our March 25 bargaining meeting the City walked out due to the fact that the union is not agreeing to work more hours for the same pay and pay part of our health insurance premium. The union position is unchanged.

Fair Contract Now: DC 37 will hold a rally on October 29, 2003 for a Fair Contract Now in front of City Hall. AFSCME President Gerry McEntee and Secretary Treasurer Bill Lucy will be present at this rally. It is very important that you, your friend and family attend this rally to strengthen the union’s position at the bargaining table.

Housing Authority: The union has presented its contract demands on behalf of our members on July 23, 2003 to the Housing Authority. 
Recently, provisional Bookkeepers at the authority received a notice regarding the possibility of their termination in case people are hired from the certified civil service list. Regarding this we have scheduled lunch time meetings at the 95 5th Ave and 250 Broadway locations.  

Department of Education: The Department of Education negotiating committee caucus will be held on September 25, 2003. Nader Francis and Nancy Montero will be participating with me on behalf of Local 1407.
Law Department: There will be a Labor Management Meeting on September 3, 2003. The issue of productivity will be discussed. Follow up meetings with the membership will be held accordingly. 

Department of Finance: The Employee Recognition Ceremony for the employees of the Finance Department will be held on Wednesday, September 24, 2003 at 125 Barclay Street. President Uddin will be speaking. 

Important Dates: 
NYCERS will have a QWL celebration on October 29, 2003 at 335 Adams Street.

Latino Heritage Month will begin at DC 37 headquarters on September 15, 2003.

Italian American Heritage will begin at DC 37 headquarters on October 1, 2003.

There will be an Asian Heritage Committee meeting on September 24, 2003 at Room 9 at DC 37 headquarters.

The 34th African American Parade will be held on September 21, 2003 at 2:00 P.M. Please join DC 37 float at the parade.
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Questions and Comments on the President’s Report: Walter Higgins asked about the problems they faced in the Associate Benefits Examiner Exam. President said that the test validation committee members of the local are fully aware of the issues and a written complaint has been sent to DCAS for their action.

Enrique Oppenheimer stated that members of his agency, HPD, should receive better gifts from the union at the QWL celebration. This will increase member interest in QWL programs. President Uddin said that, the QWL program is jointly sponsored by the management and all the unions in the agency. The expenses are proratedly shared by the unions and management. However, we can have our own recognition ceremony in the future. 
Vijay Bhatia thanked President Uddin for his letter (copy enclosed) to the Governor requesting him to sign the Transit Bills on the member’s behalf.

David Low asked that we extend a moment of silence to all those who lost loved ones in the tragedy of September 11, 2001. The President said that we planned to do it under new business. However, since Brother Low mentioned it now, President Uddin let the membership stand at attention for a moment of silence.

Committee Reports:

Political Action Committee: Roydell Howe, the Chairman of our Political Action Committee, gave a very informative report on the September 6, 2003 Labor Day Parade. Mr. Howe stated that it was a lively event featuring music, choreography, floats, and flags. Several Local 1407 members attended with their families. It was a terrific parade. Mr. Howe also stated that September 9, 2003 is primary day. All Local 1407 members should participate and vote.

Vice President Jed Matalon delivered the following Reports:

1. CPA Firm Selection Committee: The Committee met on June 30, 2003. Two CPA firms (Berdon LLP and Marian & Montanye) were interviewed. One was selected by a voice vote. Ken Mercer said we should try to get more proposals from other CPA firms. President Uddin agreed and said since the process is taking time the local should continue its audit with the elected trustees since the due date for submission of such audit to AFSCME is around September 2003. Other members who attended the meeting were Jed Matalon, Orlana McKenzie, Raymond Sourial, Serge Pierre, Evelyn Louis-Jacques, David Low, Vijay Bhatia, Nadia Sourial, Vijay Kohli, Yosri Aly, and Joseph Brown. A motion was adopted stating that the trustees should continue their audit at the July 21, 2003 Executive Board meeting.
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2. Budget Committee: On July 14, 2003 the Local 1407 Budget Committee met. The preliminary budget was distributed to the members by the Chairman of the Committee, Treasurer Raymond Sourial. Several changes to the budget were suggested and accepted by the committee. The Budget for the year 2003-2004 was approved and recommended to the Executive Board for their approval.Those in attendance were Maf Misbah Uddin, Jed Matalon, David Low, Vijay Kohli, Serge Pierre, Franklin Taylor, Orlana McKenzie, Sharon Steadman, Nader Francis, Verena Richards, Ruby Francis, Vijay Bhatia, and Nadia Sourial. 
3. Local 1407 member Joseph D’Auria wrote a letter thanking President Uddin for his successful efforts in helping him in securing another job location for medical reasons. Mr. D’Auria also thanked Barbara Terrelonge for her efforts in this matter.

4. Gifford Miller, the Speaker of the City Council, congratulated President Uddin upon his recent re-election as President of Local 1407. Speaker Miller stated that he looked forward to working with President Uddin throughout the year.

Adjournment:

Franklin Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Enrique Oppenheimer seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 P.M. 

Prepared by 

Orlana McKenzie, Secretary

Edited by 

Jed Matalon, Vice President

