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In  1968 ,  Memphis  sanitat ion  workers  went  on  str ike  to  demand  

fa ir  wages   and  safe  working  condit ions  after  workers  

Echol  Cole  and  Robert  Walker  lost  their  l ives  on  the  job .  

That  spring ,  Dr .  Martin  Luther  King  J r .  traveled  to  Memphis  

to  jo in  the  str ikers  — members  of  AFSCME  Local  1733  — 

where  he  gave   his  prophetic  “Mountaintop”  speech  

the  day  before  he  was  ki l led .  

On  February  1 ,  a  National  Moment  of  Si lence  wil l  take  place  with  elected  off ic ia ls  

and  community  leaders  to  honor  the  signif icance  and  legacy  of  the  1968  str ike .
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